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C.. thing, at least, is ckear following the 
results of the July 8 elections. The eruption of 
the fight inside the Conservative party, the ten- 
sions surrounding the BC NDP Convention, and the 
continued struggle between Alberta and Ottawa 
over oil royalties all demonstrate that the elec- 
tion of a Liberal majority government has not 
solved the problems of Canadian capitalism. 

On the level of votes, the results are ге- 
latively easy to understand--the working class, 
particularly in the urban centres, voted Liberal 
in sufficient numbers to bring about a signific- 
ant change in parliamentary representation. Quite 
simply, a Liberal vote appeared to be the only 
realistic defense against wage controls--which 
the working class correctly perceived to be a 
direct attack on its living standards. But pol- 
itically, the meaning of the elections is more 
complex. 


А HANSTRUNC MINORITY. ,.NOT THE REAL ISSUE 

The elections took place in the context of 
the near-paralysis of the Liberal minority gov- 
ernment--marked by its inability to intervene in 
the economy effectively. Its style was cramped 
because of its dependence on the NDP--and of а 
significant rise in the union militancy and self- 
confidence of the working class. But the discus- 
sion surrounding the elections was not focussed 
оп the need for a majority government as much as 
in previous elections. Rather, the crunch issue 
was the economic policy of such a government and 
its attitude to the class struggle. 

The Liberals proposed continuing to use the 
federal ate ав a supplementary tool of rapid 
economic expansion while the economy is ‘hot! 
as a result of the surges in resource prices on 


Liberal majority... 


...BuUt no stability 


"ргоуіпсе'. 


Trudeau expressed the desire of important 
sections of the bourgeoisie to exploit the 
resource boom to the hilt and to avoid, for 
now, any major clash with the labour movement. 
The Liberals could easily posture as the 
“friends of lakour", chipping away votes from 
the obviously impotent NDP. So John Munro wal- 
ked the Firestone picket lines in Hamilton and 
protested the use of cops as strikebreakers. 
Bryce У the union bureaucracy's fav- 
ourite Liberal, was brought into the cabinet 
in the course of the campaign in an obvious 
pitch for the union vote. 

The Conservatives, on the other hand, ad- 
vocated using the federal state to regulate 
the economy; a more repressive attitude towards 
workers! struggles; major cutbacks in federal 
spending; and closer supervision and veto over 
the initiatives of the Quebec government. 

The election result is also an indicator of 
the importance of the ‘Quebec problem' for the 
Canadian ruling class. Under the present poli- 
tical conditions, a majority government is imp- 
ossible without significant electoral support іп 
Quebec. The Liberal electoral monopoly in that 
‘province’ indicates that only they can even 
attempt to guarantee the stability in this area 
which is necessary in order to govern federally. 


asey, 


MORE TENSIONS IN THE RULING CLASS 


So the election results will allow the Lib- 
erals to act, to put their plan into effect in 
а much more forceful way than they could nave 
before. The ruling class also has more room to 
manoeuvre in relation to the rise of the class 


the world market; to let the inflation: СЕ cones i O OES ONSE the federal state more 

Gut. cf this expansion run its оО РАТНИ ЕМЕ аво class if this 

oe long as noasible, a conciliatory attitude to | Pecomes necessary. But political tension in the 

theleconomic demands of the ЗЕБО ЕЕЕ ЕНТ 20131 clans. hasi пе It has simply 
shifted its locati : 


to give considerable autonomy to the Quebec 


я А тем feature Of the recent federal е1есе- 
ion was the presence of candidates from nearly 
every organization to the left of the NDP. The 
Revolutionary Marxist Group presented three 
candidates: in Toronto, Peterborough and Win- 
nipeg. 

The political content and character of the 
RMG's campaign was determined by our evalua- 
tion of the current political situation, by 
the reality of our own organization, and by 
the historic Marx: st-Leninist attitude towards 
bourgeois elections. 

Unlike the Maoist CPC(ML), we did not seek 
to posture as a mass party through token cam- 
paigns in scores of ridings. Unlike the Соп- 
munist Party and the Ontario Waffle we refus- 
ed to dilute our politics or wage a personal- 
ity campaign in order to receive а "тевресе- 
able' vote. As revolutionary communists have 
historically done, we used the electoral arena 
to struggle against electoralism and the rul- 
ing class, through presenting revolutionary 
propaganda. More specifically, the purpose of 


quantitati 


in the Conservati: 


Stanfield, and some western Tories have toyed with 
the idea of а new, right-wing party. More import- 
ant is the re-emergence of federal-provincial 
conflict, this time in relation to the division 
of the spoils which arise out of the boom in ге- 
source prices. In this area incidents such as the 
Ottawa-Alberta fight over oil royalties and the 
Ottawa-Nova Scotia battle over offshore mineral 
rights, are indicators of what can be expected 

as long as the resource boom lasts. 

Finally, the abject collapse of the NDP's 
strategy of creating an alliance with the Lib- 
erals at the federal level has caused problems 
in that party. The inability of the NDP to 
present a ‘credible’ alternative to the bourg- 
eois parties, and particularly the vote results 
in BC, have meant that the question of a re- 
orientation of the party, at least at the fed- 


eral level, has been raised. This will almost 
inevitably generate conflict between: the pro- 
vincial NDP's in the west, (firmly integrated 
into the bourgeois state as the local defenders 


of capitalist interests) who will likely opt for 
a further shift to the right (see article on BC 
NDP on page 3); elements in the federal caucus 
like the new parliamentary leader Ed Broadbent, 
wno are more open to а demovogic left turn; and 
the CLC bureaucracy whicn is itself under a 
variety of pressures from the CUPE-led оррові- 
tion bloc, the Quebec Federation of Labour and 
increasing militancy from the union, ranks. 

So the political future is far from calm for 
the Canadian ruling class. Its problems seem all 
the more ominous in the context of the potential 
impact of the world economic recession on the 
Canadian economy. the possibility of a signifi- 
cant дгор in resource prices could put the 
Liberal economic plan into an impasse. And this, 
in the context of the increasing self-confidence 
and militancy of the Canadian working class, can 
be the source of even more severe problems in 
the futur 


FRANK ROONEY 


RMG in the federal election 


our propaganda on a very broad scale. Many 
thousands of posters went up, and tens of 
thousands of pieces of literature were distrib- 
uted to factories and other workplaces, high 


Bret Smiley, Jackie Larkin, Alain Krivine, Michel 
Mill at the Toronto rally of over 


300 people 


our campaign was to popularize on as wide a 
basis as possible, the trade union and politi- 
cal objectives which we view as essential for 
the working class movement to adopt in this 
period:themes of struggle against inflation, 
unemployment, strikebreaking and state гергез- 
sion of the labour movement; demands around 
women's liberation} the support of the nation- 
al and class struggles in Quebec, and working 
class internationalism. 

Given the present consciousness of the 
vast majority of Canadian workers, it was 
clear at the outset that the relative success 
of such an intervention could not be measured 
in terms of votes. Indeed, there was no ap- 
preciable difference in the vote totals of 
RMG, CP and Maoist candidates. The effective- 
ness of such a campaign could only Бе measur- 
ed through the scope of our propaganda, the 
extent to which we were able to discuss our 
ideas with advanced workers and militants from 
other sectors, and the impact of the campaign 
upon the broader left, We attempted to dem- 
onstrate in practice how revolutionaries рге- 
sent a class struggle line in opposition to 
social democracy, and to make it understand- 
able to worker militants without succumbing 
to either opportunism or sectarianism. 

Viewed in this context, we think our 
paign was relatively 


п purely 


places like shopping 
all-candidates meet- 
ridings. RMG candidates iri Ont- 
ario also received considerable exposure in 
the bourgeois media (in Peterborough) and the 
community media (in Toronto). 

In qualitative terms, the campaign was 
also successful, although this is more diffi- 
cult to measure. RMG candidates spoke at a 
variety of all-candidates meetings sponsored 
by union groups, including the United Electri- 
cal Workers, the Canadian Union of Postal Wor- 
kers, and the Women's Labour Caucus in Winnipeg 
and received a very favourable response from 
the union militants in attendance. A minor 
incident in Peterborough is eloquent in this 
respect. At a shop stewards' meeting in the 
large General Electric plant a few days after 
a plant gate distribution of RMG election lit- 
erature, the leading NDP steward introduced a 
motion calling for а ban against the distribu- 
tion of political literature at the plant. As 
no one has ever distributed such literature 
except the RMG, the target of the ban was ob- 
vious. Many other stewards argued against the 
motion on the basis that the RMG was a pro- 
worker, anti-company organization and that the 
ban would be a violation of workers' democracy 
(a major theme of RMG literature). The motion 
was almost unanimously defeated 
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received. One interesting aspect of the cam- 
paign was the sympathetic response of many 
rank-and-file NDP activists to our action pro- 
posals and our criticisms of the NDP'S colias 
boration with the Liberal Party and the anemic 
reformism of the NDP's platform. Through our 

ir vention around the James Bay Hydro devel- 
opment, which is opposed by the native movement, 
we have been able to begin a dialogue with уап- 


guard native militants. 

Тһе campaign concluded with a series of 
local rallies addressed by our candidate and 
by Alain Krivine, presidential candidate of 
the FCR (Front Communiste Revolutionnaire) 
during the recent French elections, and a 
leader of the Fourth International. Also вреак- 
ing at the Toronto meeting was a representative 
of the Groupe Marxiste Revolutionnaire from 
Quebec (sister organization of the RMG). The 
Toronto rally, attended by over 300 people, 
including many with whom we have not had pre- 
vious contact, was the most tangible ехргев- 
sion of the impact of the campaign among the 
left and politically conscious workers. This 
rally was the largest political meeting of any 
left organization іп Canada during the е1ес- 
tion. It was twice the size of a massively 
publicized Ontario-wide CP rally the preced- 
ing day and four times as large as similar 
meetings called by the Waffle. 

The unifying slogan of our campaign was: 
“There are no parliamentary solutions". The 


slogans, demands and themes we advanced during 
the election were the same as we advanced Бе- 
fore the election in the trade unions, the 
high schools and universities, and the anti- 
imperialist movement. We will continue to ай- 
vance them, and with the same purpose: to 
broaden the scope of workers’ struggles, to 
contribute to the political maturation of a 
broader mass vanguard of workers and youth, 
and to relate the class struggle in Canada to 
the battle of the working class in Quebec and 
abroad. In this ‘sense, the real justification 
for our campaign will only be measured by 

the development of the class struggle in the 
coming period and the extent to which геу- 
olutionary Marxists are able to effect its 
evolution 


uccessfu I 


А major fight looms at the Labour Day week 
end convention of the British Columbia NDP 
around a motion from Premier Dave Barrett 
riding of Coquitlam attacking the right of 
officially constituted bodies of the party to 
make public statements. 


SILENCING NDP LEFT 


This resolution is specifically aimed at 
the Vancouver Area Council (VAC) which it 
accuses of “usurping the role of the provin 
cial executive". But more generally it is aimed 
at the three centers of left opposition to the 
cabinet--the VAC, Labour Committee, 
the NDP Women's Caucus. Formulated as a 
constitutional sndment, it is designed to 
silence all three by limiting the the 
Provincial executive and riding 
make public statement: 
earlier in the year by the expulsion of Wendy 


the Burrard 


and 


amm 


This move was preceeded 


Stevenson, a member of the League for Socialist 
Action. Her expulsion was overturned by the 
Provincial Council only to be restored by the 


Provincial executive 

On the surface of things the motives for 
Barrett's assault on the left would seem to be 
quite fuzzy. At this point the left in the BC 
NDP is as disorganized and ineffectual as ever. 
It is quite isolated from the party membership 
ав сап be seen from the fact that the VAC is ех- 
pected to get support for its positions from 
only a small number of the riding associations. 
Although a great deal of tension exists between 
the cabinet and a majority of the party, no co- 
herent opposition to Barrett has yet emerged. 
What exists is a series of interest groups and 
currents that have been generally capable of 
uniting only in order to demand the cabinet 
carry out party policy. 

Even where the left has joined with some 
elements of the BC Federation of Labour and de 
feated Barrett in the past, he has repeatedly 
neutralized such defeats simply by ignoring 
those convention decisions that he objects to. 
When last year's convention voted to repudiate 
Bill 11 and reaffirm its support for unfettered 
picketing rights, the right to negotiate on 
technological change, and otir standing party 
policies contravened by the bill, the cabinet 
made it quite clear that it would to 
t t 


dic 


ied party policy 


will not implement convention decisions on 
en. He plays host to the Jordanian butcher 
Hussein and to the trade commission from Brazil. 
Tentatively he even supports the idea of a nat- 
ional wage control program, In the face of this 
continual saga of betrayal no force in the party, 
least of all the left, has.been able to counter 
itself to Barrett with at all. And 
so, the independance of the NDP's parliamentary 
wing from the rest of the party is nothing new. 
But what is new is the degree of Barrett's inde- 
pendance. 


any success 


NDP AND THE BOURGEOISIE 


When the NDP was elected in 1972, 
class momentarily appeared as if it 
no suitable political party as a direct vehicle 
in time, 
it 


the ruling 
5214 have 


to its At that point 
its main party, Social Credit, looked as if 
was going to disintegrate as rapidly as the 
Union Nationale had in Quebec after its autc 
departed. Neither the provincial Liberals PC's 
amounted to anything more than miniscule sects 


advance interests. 


At the same time, the bureaucracy in the BC 
eration of Labour was also djsarmed--torn be- 
tween its need to divert the increasing mili- 


tancy of its rank and file into the safe parlia- 
mentary reformism of the NDP and its traditional 
hostility to Barrett representing the petty 
bourgeois wing of the party, This simultaneous 
political weakness in the camp of the capitalists 
and the labour bureaucrats gave Barrett tempor- 
arily all the room he пегдей, 

Cutting піз political ties to the provincial 
arty, he concentrated power in the 


‘abinet, 
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thus increas ability to manoevre and com- 
promise between the BC Fed and the bourgeoisie 
withoat being encumbered such trifles as 
resulted 
alization, a decline in active 
ancial problems and atrophy of tie party, it was 
a price Barrett was willing to pay. 

There are substantial indications that Barr- 
ett and the cabinet are in the process of chang- 
ing their attitudes on the question of party- 
cabinet relations. A series of recent cabinet 
meetings have been hel: » ich have resulted in 
a significant reorientation on their 


соп- 


vention decisions. When this 


in demor- 
fi 


membership, 


constituency offices are being planned іп = 
al key areas. The cabinet is undertaking a major 
publicity drive to explain its policies and le 
islation to the masses. There are also indicat- 
ions that a major effort will be made over the 
coming months to recruit new members on а mass- 
scale to resolve the party's financial 
etc. 

It is common knowledge that these measures 
are part of a more general discussion the cab- 
inet has been having around its political ori- 
entation. Barrett and Co, are formulating the 
specifics of a sharp rightward turn. 

Since February of this year, the 
on the government have been mounting rapidly. 
For the big the social democratic 
alternative is-a stop gap measure whose purpose 
is to demobilize the labour movement rather than 
face a head on confrontation. Now that Barrett's 
purpose has been served so far as they are con- 
cerned it is time to return to normal with a 
"proper" bourgeois government. Moreover, with 
the collapse of the Majority Movement and the 
decomposition of both the provincial Liberals 
and Tories, a pronounced shift by the bourg- 
eoisie back to the refurbished Socreds is tak- 
ing place. This raises the possibility that the 
bourgeoisie will overcome its own internal div- 
isions long enough to def: 6 the NDP at the next 
provincial election. 

If the capitalists have now had enough of 
Barrett, so have a sizeable proportion of the 
NDP's traditional working class supporters. 


ive 
crisis, 


pressures 


bourgeoisie, 


The results of the 
a stunning setback 
12% in the popular 
working class, but 
еоіѕіе. 


federal election in ВС were 
for the party--a drop of 
vote--most of it from the 
also from the petty bourg- 
But this vote does not reflect a mass- 
ive demobilization of the workers movement 
though clearly it does reflect an understandable 
disenchantment with Barrett's government. The 
rightward evolution of the NDP since '72, fed- 
erally and provincially, has increasingly meant 
that working class militants ‘open to socialist 
ideas are to be found outside the NDP, rather 


than within it, While the Barrett government 
initially lulled these militants, they are now 


on move again, leading a stiffenning re- 
sistance оп the part of the labour movement to 
inflation-shrunk wages. For the moment this is 
mostly an economic resistance--with strike act- 
ivity at its highest level in decades, But it 
lays the basis to politicize this fight, if 
leadership is developed, 


the 


NDP RIGHT TURN 


All of these elements have combined to pro- 
duce a new situation. The previous equilibrium 
that existed in the aftermath of the 1972 elec 
tion meant not only that the government did not 
need a massive membership base, but that an 
active base was in many respects a hindrance to 
its manoeverability. From this standpoint, it 
was enough simply to ignore opposition within 
the party and often to ignore the party. In 
fact, to a certain extent the resulting pass- 
ivity was an additional bonus that would slowly 
stifle that opposition without the need for a 
bloodbath such as took place around the Ontario 
Waffle expulsions. From 1972 until this к, 
with the trade union bureaucracy firmly іп tow, 
and with the bourgeoisie proceeding cautiously, 
without its own viable party vehicle, the cab- 
could well afford to treat the party as а 

à Not any more. 
tuation is quite different. The 
openly hostile. The government's 
previous support in the petty bourgeoisie is 
rapidly shrinking.~The advanced ranks of the 
working class are hostile and the backward in- 
different. The cabinet's response to this is to 
seek out a more stable and secure political ! 


at 
intervene in the union to call a vote оп the сот- 
pany's last offer. The bureaucrats caved in and 


accepted the offer. By even threatening such a 
move, barrett violated the unwritten pact of 
social democracy--that the union bureaucrats and 
the politicians keep their noses out of one an- 
other's internal affairs. 2) In the firemans 
strike, the cabinet surprised (and pleased) 
the opposition parties in the slature by 
slamming the union with a bac 
even after it had agreed to т 
services. The House voted unanimously to break 
the strike. 

Up until now his success at keeping the 
grumbling BC Fed bureaucracy in its place has 
been ге kable. But it is one thing for the Fed 
to accept Bill 11, which they saw as helpful in 
controlling militay. currents such as the Wood- 
workers' Rank and File Committee. It is quite 
another to see the Bill being used to undermine 
their own power. With a rapidly deteriorating 
economic situation, an increasing rigidity on 
the part of employers' associations, and the 
threat of 30% unemployment in the IWA this win- 
ter, working class militancy is going to increase 
significantly in the coming months. The cabinet's 
shift to the right on the one hand and growing 
working class unrest on the other are producing 
an accelerating crisis for the Fed, caught 
between the two. Its subordinztion to the cab- 
inet's dovination over the NDP is only useful 
to the Fed as long as it remains able to contain 
its own membership. And that is becoming in- 
creasingly difficult. Barrett's right turn will 
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Louis Cameron speaks on the 


NATIVE STRUGGLES 


One of the leaders of the Ojibway Warriors 
Society is Louis Cameron. He spoke in Toronto 
on August 21 at a meeting organized to build 
solidarity with the struggle at Kenora. The 
meeting was sponsored by the Toronto Committee 
for Indian Rights. Following is a partial 
transcript of his remarks. 


@ "... You hear a lot of people say that the 
Indian people have died. Movies tell you that. 
Comic books tell you that. Books tell you that. 
Churches tell you that. The schools tell you 
that. As far as the destiny of the Indian peo- 
ple is concerned, it's like a sunset. Now we 
have been thinking about that kind of philoso- 
phy compounded by the accidents.. and the ag- | 
gression of the police on our people. The ad= 
ministration of the Department of Indian Affairs 
(DIA) dictating over our people. And even that 
comes from the BNA Act, Section 9І. And there, 
took form the Indian Act...Those laws only work 
for the other side... 

“,..On top of all that we nave a system of 
economy in this country that separates two hu- 
man beings who constantly have to fight each 
other, rip each other off. That's the kind of 
economy that's happening in Kenora... This sep- 
aration of one person--Where he believes опе 
thing and goes and does another thing...The 
combination of a lot of discrimination and rac- 
ism, unjust laws, violation of treaties, aggres- 
sive practice in business, bureaucracy of the 
DIA--all that pushing towards the Indian people. 

"...What have we got to defend ourselves? 
Your laws say that we don't have nothing. The 
land you heard about that belongs to Indian 
reservations--that is not our land...You have 
to get permission from the local Indian agent, 
the local superintendant and all the way up to 
Ottawa before an Indian person practices the 
right of government, of living freely in his 
own land... 

1. The Canadian government has violated 
not only civil rights, they have violated the 
life of tne Indian people--violated human be- 


ings. One hundred Indian people--violated 
indian le near 
They die because the pressure is on... 


..You see for example if we take over 


ілісіпаге Park, fourteen acres of lan, who is 
going to care for that land?... One thing that 


Hage. | bought off i 


is important to understand is that it is pri- 
vate property--a treaty of the Canadian govern- 
ment. They don't care about the 14 acres the 
same way as we do. We relate to the land like 
a mother, it's sacred. Everything belongs to 
everybody. It's connected and everybody is 
related in one way or another in that land and 
everything you've got is with you and that land 
and that person. We have to help each other 
out, to try to live with each other. But just 
for the principle of private property the Can- 
adian government violates. This time if they 
are going to violate, they are qoing to be seen 
doing it, if they are going to come and shoot 
us. The Ojibway Warriors Society is breaking 
their treaty right now--the law, the treaty of 
your country, your private property. We just 
moved in. We took over. We liberated that from 
all your philosophies, we kicked out Indian Af- 
fairs, the police. At the same time we removed 
the concept and principle of private property 
from that land... 

“...For example the rednecks and vigilantes 
in Kenora are just a front for what actually 
goes оп. . It's a different kind of racism. 

It's not the kind of racism that comes right 
out in*the open and says ‘you're a redskin 

son of a bitch, or something'. It's a kind of 
racism that works at you slow. It's like a saw 
that finally gets to you. But it damages you 


ІТ IS A KIND OF LIBERAL THING THAT IS THE 
DANGEROUS. THE VERY DANGEROUS FORM OF SILENCE 
ТНАТ 5 KILLING INDIAN PEOPLE.” 


just the same. It's a cruel and brutal form of 
oppression. So that private property,the mayor, 
the provincial government, the federal govern- 
ment are trying violently, desperately to pro- 
tect the interests--not of the 14 acres--but 
the interest of that piece of property 
“...We have looked back at wnat our In- 
dian people have tried to do across North Amer- 
ica. We nave followed the course of that for 
the last fifty years to see what we were getting 
into... Into indian organizations that һауе been 
aper 
Whether we should try to fire Chrétien [former 
DIA minister-Ed.] so that Buchanan can get in 
there? Whether or not the National Indian Bro- 
therhood will recognize the Union of Ontario 


Indians or the Federation of Indians? They are 
fighting like that, you know, This is supposed 
to be the movement that is going to save the 
lives of the Indian people who are dying in 
Kenora... It doesn't accomplish any material 


results, 


t's where all the action stops--at this 
level. They make lots of money at that level. 
some of those presidents are managers of bus- 
inesses, in those Indian organizations. We 
have realized their political impotence, the 
principle of saturation in those Indian organ- 
izations. They drive big cars, so they don't 
want nothing changed...We are just asking our 
brothers an sisters, our friends, our people 
to take a critical look at the present activity 
of Indian organizations 
[excerpted from elsewhere in his talk, for 
continuity--Ed.] ё 

-So ме watched that for а long time-the 
manipulation, the trickery,and bureaucracy of 
Indian Affairs-how they- fool around in‘this at- 
mosphere of negotiations, talks. It's a polit- 
ical tradition in Canada from before Louis Riel. 
It's a long time since people didn't never fight 
back!,.. 

..We realized when we called a four day 
Ojibway nation conference, tnat we would be 
talking not only about the immediate problems 

we faced in Kenora--the racism, the pigs, town 
touncil, rednecks, а lot of businesses helping 
out the police. But also we looked at the his~ 
tory of the movement of liberation of Indian 
people of Canada. We ought to look at our bro- 
thers across toward the Prairies and down to 

the Mississippi River in South Dakota...We 
think about South America--where there are peo- 
ple hunting Indians--shooting them down like 
animals {six million murdered by the imperial- 
ists: worst genocide since the Nazis--Ed.]... 

We look at what is happening in Mexico, Viet 
Ham... 


«So when we had the four day Ojibway 
Nation conference we looked at what was going 
on locally and around the world where people 
are trying to liberate themselves, first by 

fighting for numan rights. Because you can't 
settle anything else. You can‘t go to cour: 


со 


can't sign a treaty that says they'll stop kill- 
ing our people. When they took our land viol- 
ently they brought in their troops and armies. 
They took everything away violently and put 


OCCUPATION 


AT ANICINABE PARK 


ө aie 


be Park represents much 
more than just a piece of real es- 
tate. This 14 acre site has been the 


object of a dispute going back fifty 
years. It is one case among literal]: 
hundreds of land claims in which 
the government has totally dis- 
regarded the lands guaranteed to 
the Indian people by treaties. 


In 1919 the town of Kenora press-| continually refused assistance by the 


ured the federal government and the 
Rat Portage band of, Indians (Treaty 
3) in seeking the 38В кесегуе near 
the town. The Indians. were емес in- 
volved in the transacti®n which leas>| 
ed part of the res@tve to thélitown 
(640 acres for $10 per Year) to be 
used as a park an@jgolf coursey 
Kenora has always ветмей-ас a Centre 
for trading, goverfiment and medical 
services for the Indian people in 
the area. They often come to 20 busi- 
ness or shop and stay for several 
days. Being increasingly unwelcome 

in the town, in 1929, the Department 
of Indian Affairs used the band's own 
funds to buy I4 acres of land ana 
build a house where Indians could go 
апа "would be supervised" when they 
came to Kenora. 


DOUBLETALK AND VIGILANTES 


In 1933 the Indian Affairs Branch 
attempted to cancel the earlier 
lease, but the town refused to ас- 
cept, saying the Indians had the 
house and did not need the land. 
Since 1940, the town tried to 
pressure the government to sell 
Indian House lands because it was 
supposedly detrimental to the 
town. Finally, іп 1959, the gover- 
nment reversed its former position 
and sold the 14 S of Indian 


House lands, declaring it to be 
surplus land. No Indians were in- 
volved in this outright theft. 
Throughout, rednecks in Kenora had 
been blatantly racist towards the 
native people, often organizing 
vigilante groups against them. 
In the past several years, mem-- 
bers of the Rat Portage band were 


local Indian agent to research the 
history of the 14 acre site. And 
during the present occupation thé De= 
partment of Indian Affairs has веізей 
important files, calling them "sereen: 
ed as privileged information" and has 
allowed others to be seen only under 
supervision. 2 

The ercganized opposition in the 
region began as far back as 1923 with 
a list of grievances called to bring 
attention to the severe sociel, есоп- 
omic and cultural problems which the 
Indians suffered. Nothing changed. 
In 1965 some of the Indians organized 
a peaceful demonstration to highlight 
the unchanged situation of native 
people on the Treaty 3 reserves. 
Angered and becoming politicized by 
the continued доџр1е айк and sell- 
outs, young militants in the region 
formed the Ojibway Warriors Society 
in 1971 to press for more effective 
means of getting demands met. They 
were active in the reported 500- 
strong occupation of the local In- 
dian Affairs office in Kenora last 
November. 


(CHIEFS AND WARRIORS 


The present occupation of Anicin- 


labe Park, led 
follor жете 


Ojibway Nation held 
attended by 300 peop 
occupation was harshly denounced by 
the Grand Council (the chiefs) of 
Treaty 3. This is hardly surprising. 
These chiefs, as the traditional 
leaders of the 23 Kenora-area ге- 
serves (7500 Indians), negotiate 
with the government, and administ- 
er federal funds. However, the 
recent public declaration by Peter 
Kelly, president of the Grand 
Couricil, giving support to the 
warriors' goals (though not their 
means) маз ап indication of the 
uneasy political situation the 
Kenora chiefs faced. 

Predictably, chiefs in other 
parts of Canada, such as chief Ареп- 
skew of the Federation of Saskatch- 
ewan Indians strongly criticised 
the occupation, and in chorus with 
the capitalist press demanded that 
AIM (American Indian Movement) mil- 
itants from the US, the alleged in- 
stigators of the occupation, be de- 
jported immediately. However, soli- 
darity occupations by native mili- 
tants іп the Winnipeg and Regina 
joffices of Indian Affairs, plus 
the armed roadblock by Westbank 
ІпФіапв "іп Сасне Creek, B.C., were 
ШЕ the early sions*of support for,, 
land identification with, the war- 
riors action outside of Kenora. 

Апа as for AIM troublemakers, Vern 
Bellecourt (of AIM and an Ojibway) 
made it very clear, at а solidar- 
ity demonstration at Queens Park 
in Toronto, that natives did not 
recognise the US-Canadian border, 
which arbitrarily divided native 
people and the Ojibway Nation. 
There have been several cease- 
res, but the nment violated 


in the park and 
Initially the 


ad no proposal 
оп spe 


said Louis Cane: 
king in Toronto. Не emphasiz- 
ed that “the government did not und- 
erstand what we were doing...Tey 
said we weren't serious since we 
hadn't talked with them. Of course 
we didn't go out there to talk with 
them....So the army and police came 
and kept firing away at us." The 
Warriors were cut off by 250 police 
cars, trucks and boats. Equipped 
with searchlights, electronic sur- 
veillance, powerful microphones and 
movie cameras, the police blocked all 
food and medical supplies. Throughout 
the occupation, vigilantes constantly 
prowled around and shot at the Indi- 
ans with high powered rifles, And a 
meeting of 1,000 white racists elected 
а 13-регвоп vigilante committee to 
organise against the warriors. Af- 
ter the mostef@cent ceasefire, the 
police arrested seven people and 
searched cars leaving the park. 


THE WARRIORS’. DEMANDS 


In Toronto, a .me@ting, organ- 
ised by еһе Төкопес Committee for 
Indian Rights, мав һе14 August 21 
with Cameron and other leaders of 
the liberation movement. Over 500 
people heard Cameron's eloquent 
description of the conditions and 
the demands the Warriors are strugg- 
ling for. ese include the return 
of Anicinabe Park, immediate action 
on land claims of native people, соп- 
trol Indian people of the арроіпе- 
ment Indian Affairs officials, an 
enà to constant police brutality in 
Kenora, the establishment of an 
Indian Patrol to work with native 
people in the community, better 
health services and job opportun- 
ities. 

The government 'negotiators' have 
been demanding that the Warriors lay 
down guns. The excerpts from 
above explain why 


Louis Cameron 


Indian people in that position. They put us 
there. Now they are asking us to go to court 


to try to get out of it. To take programs,ad- 
ministration, do all these things. 
ple are still here. The worst battles are 9с- 
ing on, back and forth for years. Proposals, 
programs are happening and our people are cau- 
ght. The only road you have to get out is the 
same way you got in... 

‘*.,.Should we take up a gun, we are going 
use it because we care for our people. 


for our own people, our own nation. We care 


about people who are put in this position, where 


it's violent, the lifestyle and conditions are 
violent and fatal. So the only way out, 
we have to come out fighting. 
late us forever. We are going to fight from 


now on. The Indian le realize what else is 
there to 40. There isn't anything el: le 
can go to school forever. They'll still call 
youar n bastard, or a nigger even if you 
have got а Ph.D...They сап have their business. 


They can have their schools, we don't want them 
There is no need for people in this country to 
fear that they are losing something because In- 


But our peo- 


It's not 


that we want to shoot human beings, but we care 


is that 
They cannot iso- 


dian people are gaining the right to live... 


SOLIDARITY FROM AIM 


We asked for Dennis Banks to come in. 
not just for tactics of organization, but for 
the general situation in the Indian movement on 
the North American continent. We talked with 
other leaders in Canada who have the same kind 
of dedication to the liberation of the Indian 
people...We asked the provincial organizations 
in Canada to come down and talk to us about the 
conditions of Indian people, not only in Kenora 
but in all of Canada. But nobody came which is 
one of the reasons I called Dennis.... 
-I want you to think about... the right 
for ail people to live, to govern themselves, 
for all the people to have their own land 
We are not after anything you have because we 
know that you have your own problems. If 

r and 
that 

. А lot of what 


to 


nat connection, 


is going to happen to the Indian people is 
going to determine the destiny of this countr 


Оп 22 July, 150 armed militants 
of the Ojitway Warriors Society occu- 
pied 14 acres of their land known as 
Anicinabe Park, near Kenora, Ontario. 
This was no mob of bored natives 
with nothing better to do than read 
comic books, as some of the capital- 
ist papers reported. Instead it was 
a consciously organized action by 
mostly young natives who have been 
radicalizing over the past ten years. 
These militants and other native 
people elsewhere in orth America 
have begun to put into ре ice the 


lessons learned from years of be- 
мәлі; arist out, of their trusto ojoo 
efatronship with the govern 9 р 


and the impotent and reformist 


Indian band councils. They have 


at least part of the year. With 
this as a crucial means of survi- 
val, the state wields a powerful 
force to dampen and channel Indian 
militancy. In addition, the treat- 
jes signed decades ago provide le- 
gal reinforcement for the fragmen- 
tation of the native people along 
tribal lines, as well as separat- 
ing them from the Metis and Innuit 
(Eskimo) people. 

In the above articTe, one of 
the militants of the Ojibway Warriors 
с 5 Cameron, makes ап 
eloquent case for armed actions whic® 
eyond а i É 


150 clearly 
understanding 


SOLIDARITY 


WITH THE OJIBWAY WARRIORS! 


also begun to draw the lessons 
from a decade of anti-imperialist 
movements in solidarity with na- 
tional liberation struggles 
throughout the world, and from 
the struggles of blacks and Chi- 
canos in the US. 

by the late 1960's, native 
people in Canada began organizing 
at the national level for the first 
time. Semands were posed, on a pan- 
Canadian basis, dealing with ques- 
tions of social, economic, and na- 
tional oppression as well as the 
observance of treaty and land 
rights. The federal government's 
response was Chrétien's appro- 
priately titled the "White Paper". 
As a plan to intearate natives, 
it turned out to be the opposite 
of what the Indians had been de- 
manding in negotiations with the 
government. 

A series of native occupations 
at Alcatraz, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in Washington, and Wounded 
Knee in the US, in Alberta, Quebec 
and the Department of Indian Affairs 
in Ottawa, seized the attention of 
the media and raised the spectre of 
an "Indian nemesis" in the most 
reactionary sectors of white ilorth 
American society. 

Despite its growing militancy, 
the movement for native liberation 
is still divided іп many ways, a 
result of years of conscious ‘div- 
ide and rule' tactics used ty the 
Canadian and American states. 

Very few reserves have any stable 

economic base to support their pop- 
ulations. Today, as a result, most 
native people must rely on welfare 


which these militants have begun to 
develop, based on their analysis of 
the history of their people. However, 
it is a view which’ is not yet accept- 
ed by the majority of native people, 
let alone any appreciable part of 
the working class movement. 

Thus, what the actions in Kenora 
also make very clear is the real 
danger of isolation facing the native 
vanguard in the absence of solidarity 
from the left as well as from politi- 
cally conscious worker militants. 

This by no means implies that the 
native movement should refrain from 
militant initiatives until they can 
obtain mass support from the working 
class movement. It rather means that 
the organizations of the left must 
assume the responsibility of fighting 
against. racist and legalist ideology 
in the working class movement and 
take practical measures to build sup- 
port for the native movement. In this 
respect, the meetings and demonstra- 
tions in several cities organized in 
support of the Kenora occupation by 
various radical forces, including 
the RMG, together with native mili- 
tants is a crucial beginning. For 
example, the meeting and demonstra- 
tion in Toronto was organized by the 
Toronto Committee for Indian Rights. 

Such measures are indispensible 
to defend the native movement from 
repression. They are also indispen- 
sible if a dialogue is to be opened 
between white revolutionaries and 
native militants on a common strat- 
egy to unite all oppressed groups 
together with the working class in 
a revolutionary struggle against 
the Canadian state. 
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1 ms of women work- 


AUGE * Women leading union struggle 


An 84% vote for a strike by members of 
the Association of University and College 
Employees (AUCE) at the University of British 
Columbia (UBC) makes a September strike on 
this campus a strong possibility. If it takes 
place it promises to be a struggle of unusual 
importance. 

The strike is explicitely part of a 
struggle for equal pay for women. AUCE is 
demanding not simply equal pay for equal 
work. It is also demanding that 'women's 
work' (i.e. clerical ЕСЕ! be paid at 
equivalent rates to men's work. 

As well, there is mass support in the 
membership for the strike to be conducted 
by a democratically elected recallable 
strike committee, responsible to mass 
meetings of the union. The membership is 
also agreed that wage demands be across the 
board increases uniting all workers, rather 
than the divisive percentage increase, which 
favours the best paid workers. Plans for the 
strike include a mass leafletting of women 
office workers to popularize AUCE's struggle 
and seek support., 

МІСЕ? 5 SUCCESS: 
TAKING WOMEN 5 STRUGGLES SERIOUSLY 

There are few unions making demands like 
these. And there are fewer stil] whose members 
and leadership are women. AUCE is unique in 
the Canadian labour movement; it is organized 
independently of both the CLC and CCU. In fact, 
AUCE was built in response to the failure of 
the labour movement to take up the task of 
organizing women workers. Two previous attempts 
at organizing UBC clerical workers by CUPE and 
OTEU failed dismally. They were both bureau- 
cratically organized campaigns which directed 
themselves to the stereotyped, sexist view of 
women workers. The ACTE publicity, with its 
Madison Avenue marketing approach to labour 
organizing is the most glaring recent example. 

AUCE's success, although in part prepared 


ers, particularly equal pay and union democracy. 
The organizing campaign last winter was con- 
ducted by long time activists in the women's 
movement primarily on the basis of the self- 
organization of women workers. Of course, the 
nature of the university milieu compared to 
industry makes independent organizing much 
more of a possibility because of the support 
such a union can win from students and faculty. 
As well, the University Administration is 
hampered in its ability to move too blatant- 
ly to smash organizing attempts. Thus, AUCE's 
development as a union cannot be automatically 
generalized into a strategy for organizing 
women workers. 


AUCE’S FUTURE: WINNING SUPPORT FROM THE 
LABOUR MOVEMENT 


AUCE's leadership has constantly seen the 
union's isolation from the labour movement 
as part of their strategy for building the 
union. They have infused the membership with 
hostility towards the organized labour move- 
ment and have had plenty of ammunition in both 
the BC Fed and the CLC's betrayals of women ~ 
workers. (For example, the Denny's strike). 
With the upcoming strike, the clear need to 
seek support from organized labour has begun 
to break down some of AUCE's isolationism. 
Support from the labour movement is necessary 
not only for the victory of the present 
struggle, 

It is also essential for the continued surv- 
ival of AUCE as a union, and its ability to 
affect the organization of women workers. 

At this writing (August 25), AUCE is 
facing a critical choice. The University 
Administration has stood firm on its initial 
contract offer of a ridiculous $160 increase 
in response to AUCE's demand for $250 across 
the board. The union has already made one 
compromise, dividing the increase over a year, 
and is now considering a reduction in the pay 
raise to avoid.e And despite the 
overwhelming strike vote, “caution of the 


union leadership could well lead to a compro- 
mise with the University Administration that 
would demobilize the growing militancy in the 
membership. 

Already the union leadership's fear of 
losing its support among the membership has 
led it to make a serious tactical error which 
puts the success of the struggle in jeopardy. 
It has argued against the proposal of a full 
strike on the basis that the membership 
could not financially afford to be out for 
very long. Instead, the leadership has opted 
for a series of one or two-day strikes. The 
limited strike, although useful as a harass- 
ment tactic, seriously undermines the ро55- 
ibility of a solidarity movement, both on 
end off campus. 

The militants within AUCE must again argue 
for a full strike, once the strength of the 
union becomes clear through the struggle. 
There are already important indications that 
a strike would receive significant support 
on campus, and from militants within the 
trade union movement. 

The NDP government which claims in its 
programme to support women workers has from 
the outset been firm іп its refusal to press- 
ure the University to meet AUCE's demands. 
But in the face of a militant struggle with 
mass support, both the University Administra- 
tion and the NDP will be forced to accede to 
the demands of AUCE workers. 

A victory for AUCE can be a victory for 
811 women workers іп BC if militants within 
AUCE are able to develop a clear strategy: 
first for winning their demands and next for 
using their success to bring the struggle for 
equal pay and organizing the unorganized into 
the labour movement as a whole. However, the 
question of how to generalize AUCE's success 
is a complex one requiring serious discussion 
both within the union and among other militants 
in the workers movement. 


“JUDY PRICK. ж м ее” 


Barrett? cont'd 


not mean simply a heightening of the tensions 
between his wing of the NDP d the Fed, but may 
well lead to far more explosive situations. And 
so the right turn has its dangers for Barrett 
too. 

What-he will try to do in this circumstance 
is to follow the path of the Saskatchewan NDP. 
There, since Blakeney's election, the party has 
been flooded with thousands of civil servants 
and state functionaries, producing a drastic 
bureaucratization of the party which substant- 
ially reduces the pressures on the cabinet from 
the party's tradition:1 base. The mamoth growth 
of the BC provincial bureaucracy under Barrett, 
іп а situation where the government is already 
the single largest employer in BC (with over 
50,000 employees), means that a real material 
base exists to repeat the Saskatchewan exper- 
іепсе. The maintenance of pork-barrel politics 
since 1972, proves that it can be repeated, 

And the implication of Barrett's turn to the 
right (in reality away from the working class, 
and even away from the labour bureaucracy at 
some point in the future) means thst it has to 
be repeated. 

This framework provides the only logical 
explanation for the coming crackdown on the left 
in the NDP. The left is no threat to Barrett's 
ability to legislate as he decides--not even 
the entire party has been able to do that. But 
the left is a threat inasmuch as it could hamper 
his ability to transform the party into a real 
populist organization with much more direct 
connections to the petty bourgeoisie in British 
Columbia. It is for this reason the crackdown 
is coming. 


BREAK. + ING FROM THE NDP? 


The motion from Barrett's Coquitlam riding 
will become part of the general fight over the 
"accountability" of various bodies of the party 
to the convention platform. Last year's conven- 
tion passed a resolution ordering the cabinet 
to follow its policy. This year, virtually every 
opposit!onal interest group in the NDP--the ВС 
Fed, the Burrard Labour Committee, party women, 
a current around the Party печврарек Democrat 
and the provincial executive--all intend to 
centre their attack on the cabinet around its 


refusal to adhere to party policy. 

For the party's left to join with every 
clique in the party regardless of political 
perspective to fight this issue on purely dem- 
оскабіс grounds is doubly erroneous. In the 
first place it fails to assess the forces act- 
ing on the cabinet, to understand why the cab- 
inet has detached itself from the party. Con- 
sequently it fails to understand where NDP mil- 
itants have to seek allies in order to combat 
Barrett's lurch to the right. 

Тһе only effective means of ficlting Barr- 
ett's violations of party policies, especially 
his labour legislation, lies in the ability of 
the militants within the party to develop alli- 
ances with real soci»! “orces outside the party, 
particularly with advanced workers. 


“Business has made more money under a socialist government 
than it had ever made previously,” Premier Barrett points out. 


The consequence of the NDP's right turn 
coming at a time when working cless militancy 
is on the rise, is the appearance outside the 
party, of a significant layer of working class 
militants open to socialist politics. An 
external orientation is therefore of critical 
importance. To a limited extent, the Vancouver 
Area Council, the Women's Committee and the 
Burrard Labour Committee have acknowledged this 
in their work over the last year (with tenants, 
womens groups, Chile solidarity and the Grape 
Boycott). But as yet none have made a dec 
break from the framework of loyal opposition 


which has been established by that central 
opposition force in the party- the BC Fed. To 
establish links with external forces moving 
left will not be easy, but it is a more pol- 
itically stimulating and ultimately rewarding 
orientation than continuing to focus excessive 
energy on the futile attempt to hold the cabin- 
et responsible to party policy. 

Secondly, the internal logic of the account- 
ability fight is that it strengthens Barrett's 
hand. It lets him insist on the accountability 
of the left when it tries to speak out against 
the cabinet's most blatant working class sell- 
outs. The Coquitlam ammendment is an argument 
for accountability of a different sort. Barrett, 
forewarned by last year's convention struggle 
on this issue, is now preparing to hand the left 
a dose of its own medicine. The left cannot 
afford to get trapped in this logic. During 
last year's debate on Bill 11 the fundamental 
feature of the bill--its goal of maintaining 
“labour peace" was not attacked by the left 
since it was consistent with party policy! 

Are the party's committed socialists bound to 
keep silent even when the cabinet's actions 
trample on the elementary interests of the work- 
ing class? If so, what will deter the cabinet 

in the future from smashing strikes with essen- 
tial services legislation (as it did with the 
firemen), or interfering in the internal matters 
of trade unions (the IWA strike) or expanding 
trade with Brazilian fascism, pimping South 
African liquor, and so forth? It should be an 
elementary principle that party loyalty is al- 
ways secondary to loyalty to the working class. 

It is essential that all militants in the 
party reject Barrett's attempts to crack down 
on the left. A successful fight probably can't 
halt the move to the right, but it can clarify 
for the party's working class and socialist base 
why the NDP leadership is moving far beyond sim- 
ply rejecting socialism in favour of making cap- 
italism work better. 

But іп order,.to continue the fight within 
the party, it will be essential for the left 
to get on with expanding its efforts outside 
the party. It will only be through fusing 
the internal struggle against the cabinet with 


an active orientation to those struggles un- 
folding outside the party that the interests 
lof the working class can be advanced. 
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chile solidarity 
for a principled unity 


ENEN, 

September 11, 1974 is the firs a niversary” 
of the coup which overthrew the Unidad Popular 
gover с in Chile and unleashed а torrent of 
white terror against the mass movement. The re- 
sponses to this anniversary range from mourning 
of the loss of bourgeois democracy to militant 
class solidarity. Since the coup, the Old Mole 
has devoted considerable attention to the neces- 
sary balance sheet of the ‘Chilean road to so- 
cialism'. Now, one year later, it is also ne- 
cessary to draw up a balance sheet on the ef- 
fectiveness of the movement of solidarity with 
the Chilean masses and the role of various par- 
ticipants in this movement. Not surprisingly, 
the differences within the solidarity movement 
reflect the alignments and debates unfolding 
inside the surviving left in Chile itself. 

Certainly, the North American left has not 
соме very far in translating its understanding 
of the significance of the coup into effective 
political action. Even in those areas where in- 
itiatives to launch a united solidarity campaign 
have been made, the results have been mixed. In 
this editorial we will briefly examine three 
questions: the political role of international- 
ist solidarity campaigns; the political and or- 
ganizational basis of such campaigns; and the 
particularly negative role played by the Com- 
munist Party to date. 


FOR INTERNATIONALISM IN DEEDS 
AS WELL AS IN WORDS 


A considerable portion of the North Ameri- 
can left considers political action in support 
of the battles of workers in other countries 
to be gratuitous moralism, "fighting against 
somebody else's oppression instead of your own." 
For us, an internationalist practice as well as 
rhetoric is a crucial part of revolutionary 
strategy. The relevance of such work can be 
seen in two different aspects of the interna- 
tional Chile solidarity movement 

First, its mobilizations and activity have 
had modest but tangible consequences in Chile 
itself. The considerable degree of internation- 
al political isolaticn of the jurta even among 
capitalist governments is largely due to the 
effectiveness of the solidarity movement. Re- 
volutionary militants in Chile have testified 
to the effect of solidarity mobilizations in 
maintaining the morale of advanced Chilean 
workers. And the capacity of resistance forces-- 
in particular the MIR--to function Ainder the 
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extraordinary conditions ATeno prevall in 1 
Chile is direct] ated to the scope of ma- 
rial support coming from other countries. 

Second, the solidarity campaign has con- 
tributed to the development of. internationalist 
jousness among workers іп a number of 
countries--notably Britain, France and Italy, 
85 well as in Quebec. Solidarity mobilizations 
in these countries have included hundreds of 
thousands of workers and a large number of 
workers have been active on an ongoing basis 
in the solidarity movement. Moreover, political- 
ly conscious workers hive not failed to draw 
appropriate conclusions about the failure of the 
same ‘peaceful road to socialism’ which 15 advo- 
cated by their own trade union, social democra- 
tic, and ‘Communist’ leaders in many countries. 

Thus, the responsibility of revolutionaries 
to defend the workers of Chile intersects com- 
pletely with their responsibility to develop 
revolutionary class consciousness among the 
workers of their own countries 

The necessary political content of solidar- 
ity activity flows logically from these consid- 
erations. It would be incorrect for revolution- 
aires to abstain from raising immediate and 
democratic demands: demands to free Chilean po- 
litical prisoners and to restore the democratic 
liberties of the Chilean labour movement; де- 
mands on capitalist governments outside Chile 
to sever relations with the junta, to end all 
forms of 'aid', and to grant all refugees exile 
status. But it would be equally incorrect to 
limit our solidarity work to such demands, as 
do the liberal and religious forces like Amnes- 
ty International and the United Church as well 
as, unfortunately, some left groups like the 
League for Socialist Action and its US-counter- 
part, the Socialist Workers Party. It is also 
imperative for revolutionaries to define 
their solidarity as class solidarity, solidar- 
ity with the Chilean workers and peasants, with 
the resistance forces, and to concretize this 
solidarity in slogans and actions. Unless the 
solidarity campaign gives expression to the 
anti-imperialist and internationalist conscious- 
ness which motivates many of its participants, 
unless a process of political education occurs 
within the movement and unless its perspectives 
become something more than emotional outrage, 
its forces will inevitably be dissipated, as 
were those of the anti-Vitenam war movement 
after 1971 
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UNITY IN ACTION 


But such a perspective in no way precludes 
common action with forces who do not shsre this 
view. Today such forces,sharing very different 
political outlooks, are numerous: the various 
far-left groups, the Communist Party, Chilean 
refugees, and a variety of anti-imperialist 
committees, student, labour, NDP and church 
groups. Given this diversity of political opin- 
ion, the necessity of united action against the 
junta can only be realized if all participants 
in such action accept the basic principles of 
the united front. This means, on the one hand, 
common demonstrations and minimum unitary slo- 
gans which all forces сап. agree upon. It means, 
on the other hand, that. the pol al autonomy 
of the various organizations which constitute 
the united front must not be compromised. In 
particular it means that the united front must 
not adopt specific positions which are unaccep- 
table to its various participating organizations. 
Thus it would be incorrect for revolutionaries 
to demand that organizations like the United 
Church or the NDP accept revolutiona y slogans 
as the basis of common action. 

But the natural corrollary of this is that 
all participating organizat‘ons must be complete- 
ly free to present their own positions and slo- 
gans in their own name, within the framework of 
unity in action. Given the reality of major ро- 
litical differences, this is the only way that 
unity can be realized. 

The Revolutionary Marxist Group has consis- 
tently argued for organizing solidarity actions 
on this basis ever since the coup. This view is 
increasingly favoured by other anti-imperialist 
forces as well as elements in the Latin American 
exile and immigrant community. The major obsta- 
cle to the implementation of such a policy has 


attitude of the Communist Party. 


THE SORRY RECORD OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


As the largest organization of the Canadian 
left, the Communist Party could play a major 
role in the development of united action against 
the ime which has butchered thousands of the 
members and supporters of its sister party in 


Chile, fortunately, the СР. паѕ. chos: 
ааа алата тан 
rather than build it. 


The essence of the CP's policy is unity on 
the basis of its line and its line only. And 
the basic content of this line is completely 
uncritical support for the Unidad Popular's 
past record and present efforts (through the 
‘Committee of Rome') to form a “democratic 
anti-fascist" alliance with the bourgeois 
Christain Democratic Party of Chile--wnose 
leaders helped plan the coup. Thus the poli- 
tics of Stalinism in Chile and here in Canada 
are completely complementary: to stifle the 
independent revolutionary struggle of the 
Chilean workers and peasants against the jun- 
ta and the stifle the voices of class soli- 
darity in Canada which support that struggle. 

Where the CP manages to have its position 
adopted by a local solidarity group, it is 
active. Where it loses, as in Vancouver and 
Montreal, it either abstains from any form 
of Chile work or builds separate ‘Committees 
for a Democratic Chile’ which parade as inde- 
pendent formations but which are in reality 
CP fronts. To militant action and attempts 
to educate the ranks of the trade unions 
(where the CP has some influence) on the need 
to defend Chilean workers, the CP counter- 
poses ecumenical church services, candlelight 
v'gils and other forms of activity aimed at 
the pacifist, liberal, and religious milieu 
which it sees as its most important audience 
and potential allies against the far left. 

CP initiatives have perhaps been most des- 
tructive in Toronto. For many weeks, serious 
attempts were made to arrive at a principled 
basis of unity for common action on September 

1. Ап ad hoc committee which included a wide 
range of groups agreed on a solidarity slogan, 
а demonstration, a public meeting, and gener- 
al solidarity activities to mark the anniver- 
sary of the coup. Suhsequent meetings began to 
show that the CP's statements concerning how 
"we all want unity" were hollow gestures-- 
little more than maneuvers. The CP and its 
supporters in other formations first imposed, 
as a requisite of unity, that participating 
political organizations would not have speak- 
ers at the public rally from either the plat- 
form or the floor. Next, a CP representative 
scheduled a member of the former Allende cabi- 
net and leading Chilean CP member to be the 
featured speaker at the rally after it had 
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Chile solidarity / cont’d . 


been agreed that any ‘feature’ speaker would 
only be invited after being agreed upon by 

all groups in the Ad Hoc Committee. This 
decision, brought in the back door by the CP, 
was in explicit violation of the accord origi- 
nally forced upon the Coinmittee by the СР. 

In order to insure that the decision would be 
‘implemented (while continuing the ban on 
political speakers from other tendencies) the 
CP, its youth organization and its sympathizers 
mobilized to stack the steering committee of 
the Ad Hoc Committee by appearing as represen- 
tatives of CP fronts and other organizations. 

It is of course entirely legitimate that 
supporters of the UP's past and present stra- 
tegy should participate in the solidarity 
movement and be permitted full expression of 
their views. But it is unacceptabte that this 
should be the only view which is expressed. 
It is unacceptable that the Chile movement 
exclude the many groups and individuals on 
the left who criticize or oppose the positions 
of the UP--including Latin American refugees 
who are supporters of revolutionary organiza- 
tions in Latin America--but are engaged in 
consistent solidarity work. 

And for revolutionaries, it is unaccept- 
able that the solidarity movement be trans- 
formed into an instrument with the sole pur- 
pose of defending internationally, an orien- 
tation which has already led the Chilean 
workers movement into a bloody deathtrap and 
now seeks a second chance. 

Together with several other organizations, 
the RMG fought throughout the CP's maneouvers 
for the right of free political expression 
within the activities of the Ad Hoc Committee. 
As it became apparent that the possibility of 
reversing CP dictates was nil, we explained 
that the committee had ceased to be a united 
action formation and accordingly withdrew. Our 
intention is to continue to build the Septem- 
bar Mapon tration in пагона and continue 
all efforts to create principled unity in de- 
fense of the Chilean workers and peasants. 

It is significant to note that the Comm 
unist Party in Vancouver rejected unity with 
other formations on largely organizational 

ds. It refused to work jointly on terms 


solidarity, pro g i ight of particip 
ting orgnizations to put forward their posi- 
tions around the terms of agreement, and final- 
ly the CP rejected out of hand operating as 
а minority within an ad hoc committee for 
Chile solidarity. Thus, Chilean solidarity 
activity in Vancouver remains divided, although 
the Chile Solidarity Committee has remained 
active throughout the year and is approaching 
September activities with increased strength. 
We do not belabour the question of the 

Communist Party's role simply to engage in 

` sectarian infighting. In order for the Cana- 
dian left, to take up the serious political 
questions raised by anti-imperialist work, it 
must be understood that clarity in perspec- 
tives is not а secondary matter. As а not in- 
consequential part of the left and the labour 
movement, the CP's bureaucratic handling of 
political differences must be confronted head- 
оп. 


Тһе Revolutionary Marxist Group, as with 
all sections of the Fourth International, will 
continue to devote all possible resources to 
mobilize forces in defense of the Chilean 
masses. We call on those who believe that the 
resistance is of international importance to 
join in building the demonstrations, rallies 
and other activities taking place during Chile 
week in September. 

At the same time, we urge other organiza- 
tions and individuals to begin to draw a cri- 
tical balance sheet of the past year's exper- 
jence in Chile solidarity work. Serious revo- 
lutionaries can not simply look backwards mourn- 
fully to the recent bléodbath; they must strive 
to assist the Chilean resistance. And the 
lessons of the Unidad Popular's ‘peaceful road 
to socialism’ must be learned--those lessons 
cannot and must not be forgotten. 


ALL OUT FOR CHILE SOLIDARITY IN MONTREAL, 
TORONTO, WINNIPEG, REGINA, VANCOUVER, AND 
ALL OF NORTH AMERICA! 


DEFEND THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS OF CHILE! 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE CHILEAN RESISTANCE! 
VICTORY TO THE LATIN AMERICAN REVOLUTION! 


On September 11, one year ago, 
the forces of counterrevolution 
struck a bitter blow against the 
Chilean workers and peasants. The 
coup was well prepared. It had been 
planned and dress rehearsed for 
months. The same cannot be said for 
the response of the working class 
forces. That is the tragedy of 
September 11. 

Throughout the summer of 1973, 
Chile had moved closer and closer 
to a revolutionary situation. The 
seizure of factories and land oc- 
cupations which marked the period 
of Allende's government broadened 
into the formation of embryonic 
organs of dual power--the cordones 
industriales and commandos commun- 
ales--and in a very sporadic and 
non-centralized fashion, the arming 
of the masses was begun. It was 
this upsurge of class struggle, not 
the reformist initiatives of Al- 
lende's government, which finally 
impelled the Chilean bourgeoisie 
and US imperialism to use their fi- 
nal trump card--the army. 

In the months that followed, 
uncounted thousands of workers, 
peasants and socialists of all kinds 
were murdered, imprisoned, tortured 
or forced into exile. The junta 
that rules Chile today does so on 
the basis of a repression whose sole 
Latin American precedent is the Bra- 
zil of the torturers. 

Now, a year later, the question 
is posed: can this dictatorship 
consolidate itself? It is still 
too early to say. There are a 
number of factors acting to under- 
mine a real stabilization of the 
junta, but beyond this everything 
depends upon the capacities (mili- 
tary, organizational but above all 
political) of the resistance to 
develop. 


THE CONTRADICTIONS OF THE NEW REGIME 
It is with good reason that 
General Pinochet said that 1974 


e's history. Some of the coup's 
supporters hoped for another "есо- 
nomic miracle' (à la Brazil) but to 
date they have been disappointed. 
The junta has produced an economic 
disaster. Inflation continues to 
run wild. The official rate is the 
highest in the world--746% for 1973 
and another 103% for the first five 
months of 1974. 

This price rampage has shrunk 
wages at such a rate that even the 
physical reproduction of labour ро- 
wer--the ability of the workers to 
show up at the factories every mor- 
ning and provide а day's labour-- 
has been called into question. The 
junta, realizing that it is hard to 
extract profit from a starving pop- 
ulation has made ‘concessions’ оп 
the wage front--some 400% across 
the board. But still, wages in 
real terms are lower than they have 
been in thirty years. 

The junta has sought for a 
year to cut “domestic consumption, 
increase exploitation and encour- 
age exports, but they must face the 
embarrassing reality that production 
is now below pre-coup levels. This 
will hardly attract foreign cap- 
ital in the quantities the junta 
so desparately needs to bolster 
the private sector, swollen by the 
reprivatization of formerly nat- 
ionalized industries. So, if only 
the big bourgeoisie, the largest 
landowners and the foriegn capi- 
talists really benefitted from the 
coup=-even this class is not happy 
with the state of the economy one 
year later, though clearly they 
have no alternative to Pinochet's 
butchers for the moment. 

Failing to rejuvenate the ec- 
onomy, the generals have watched 
their social base dwindle. There 
were many Chileans of the petty 
bourgeoisie who found themselves 
caught in between two great social 
forces as the coup approached. 

They naively believed that the 

junta would save them and their minor 
property holdings and return the 
country to "покпа1". Immediately 


after the coup, the junta got the 
support of these strata by a fascistic 
campaign of hysterical denunciation 
--against marxism, foreign subver- 
sives, the corruption of the UP, the 
decadence of modern life, etc. But 
after the initial shock of the coup 
wore off, the appeal of this mass 
hysteria began to diminish. It 
became increasingly difficult to 
blame the Marxists and the working 
class for everything. At least un- 
der the UP the middle classes were 
free to express their political 
opinions. The party they largely 
supported, the Christian Democracy (CD) 
was able to run in elections. Мом 
they are denied even this. 

Furthermore, the shopkeepers, 
the small businessmen, the salaried 
employees and the professionals 
have also suffered a loss of real 
income under the junta; not as great 
as the working class to be sure, 
but significant nonetheless. Моге- 
over, the security which the gen- 
erals promised has proven to be an 
illusion. Pinochet's gangsters are 
deeply hated by the vast majority of 
the population. The middle classes 
are beginning to realize just how 
insecure a regime based on naked 
terror really is. 

Christian Democracy's leader- 
ship which supported the coup and 
hoped to come to power after it, 
now openly chafes under the dicta- 
torship which bans its activity and 
refuses to hold any form of а міп- 
dow dressing election in which the 
CD could run. Hypocritically, the 
Ср leaders now protest the repres- 
sion in an effort to maintain con- 
trol over their disaffected base. 
Even the Catholic bishops, who 
originally supported the junta, 

ру against its резе. 


The scope of the 1973 defeat 
and the strategic importance of Chile 
to the Latin American and world 
revolutions requires that the ev- 
aluation of the present possibili- 
ties for revolutionary struggle be 
made in an absolutely sober fashion. 

At the time of the coup, many 
in the world revolutionary movement, 
including ourselves, hoped. for a 
rapid counterattack by the forces 
of the mass movement and its van- 
guard, possibly through the crea- 
tion of a regional front or fronts 
of armed struggle. Now, it is be- 
coming increasingly clear that a 
new revolutionary offensive is not 
on the agenda in the immediate 
future. To think otherwise would 
be to frivolously underestimate the 
scope of the 1973 defeat and the 
body blow it dealt to the workers' 
vanguard. The experience of Brazil 
and other semi-colonial countries 
demonstrates that through the un- 
restrained use of terror, а dicta- 
torship can eliminate the capacity 
of the masses for struggle and res- 
istance, for a period stretching 
over some years. 

But it would be incorrect to 
see the Chilean defeat as total in 
character. In the first place, the 
national and international economic 
conditions which permitted the sta- 
bilization of the Brazilian regime 


“following the 1964 coup do not ob- 


tain in Chile, as we have seen; 
consequently the social base and 
staying power of the regime is con- 
siderably reduced. 

Secondly, Chile is distinguished 
from almost every other Latin Amer- 
ican country in that it has a long 
history of very powerful working 
class organization on both the trade 
union, but more importantly, the 
political level. Before the coup, 
the Chilean working class reached 
a level of political consiousness 
and maturity unparallelled in La- 
tin America. 

Thirdly, despite the ferocity 
of the ге) rkers 


one year after 


vement has not been totally crushed|| 
s survival is reflected in the 
ntinued existence of the MIR, 

e Communist Party and clandestine 
ctory and neighbourhood nuclei 
worker militants. As well, there 
e beginning signs of resistance 

a broader level by the working 
ass: production slowdowns, sab- 
age of machinery, massive absen- 
sism and even some strikes. 

The fact that the level of 
oduction in the country has fallen 
low pre-coup levels is in part a 
sult of this resistance. At 
rst it occurred as the isolated 
urageous acts of individuals. Now, 
adually, it is becoming better 
ganized and planned by Resis- 
nce Committees formed on the shop 
por. For instance, techniques 
slowdown and sabotage have been 
-operatively organized so that 
becomes almost impossible to 
rect where it is occurring. This 
з made it more difficult for the 
gime's henchmen and informers to 
ck off individual militants. 

May Day 1974 offered a brief 
impse of the potential of the re- 
stance. Іп Santiago, thousands 
leaflets announcing the existence 
i the goals of the Resistance Com- 
tees were distributed. There 


as a generalized work slowdown, 
tamp-sized stickers appeared in 
ffices , buses and streets through- 
ut Santiago and slogans of the re- 
istance appeared on walls all 

ver the city. In one daring act 
f insolence, the limosine of Gen- 
ral Arellano Stark (who has earned 
special notoriety for his torture 
quads іп the North) was decorated 
ith the colours of the MIR. 

Open resistance, however, re- 
ains very costly. At the first 
igns of an improved co-ordination of 
he Resistance, the junta unleashed 
new wave of repression. To in- 
rease the efficiency and selecti- 
ity of its repressive techniques, 
he junta has relied upon the know- 
ow of torturers 'borrowed' from 
he Brazilian government who are 
ich more experienced and specialized 
1 the tricks of this gruesome trade. 


НАТ RESISTANCE? 
In the last analysis, the most 


rucial problems of the resistance 
re not ones of organization and 

i litary preparation, however real 
ıd pressing these matters аге. 

r who precisely is to be organized, 
1 what terms, and for what pur- 
əses? It is in developing clear 
iswers to these questions--ques- 
ions of political strategy--that 

е resistance, ultimately, will 


әуе forward or falter. 
FRR OY 


SUES TR 


Without 
achieved. in 


such clarification-- 
rigorous debate between 
all working class organizations-- 
and without its translation into 
co-ordinated action, the courageous 
resistance of workers in the en- 
terprises is insufficient and will 
not succeed. 

The chief protagonists in this 
emerging debate are the Communist 
Party and the MIR, the main survi- 
ving working class organizations. 
The CP's strategic conception is 
absolutely coherent. The MIR's, 
unfortunately, is not. 

The CP's strategy centres on 
“the necessity of uniting all dem- 
ocratic forces" in an “anti-fascist 
Front".* Тһе CP does not hesitate 
to specify the composition of this 
front: “the participation of the 
Christian Democracy in this front 
is a necessity of ever greater im- 
portance". Even among the armed 
forces, "the people will find allies. 
Of course, the social and politi- 
cal character of such "allies" па- 
turally precludes an independent 
struggle for socialist revolution 
by the working class organizations. 
The "Chilean road to socialism" 
having failed, the CP now rejects 
any struggle for socialism at all, 
in favour of a restricted struggle 


for the return of bourgeois dem- 
ocracy. The lesson it has drawn 
from the coup is that it must now 
accept the hegemony of the bour- 
geois party which was directly in- 
volved in the political prepar- 
ation of last years massacre. Such 
a strategy, needless to say, сог- 
responds entirely to the interna- 
tional orientation of the Soviet 
bureaucracy, to which the Chilean 
CP remains organically tied. [*Quo- 
tations are from a document dated 
May, 1974]. 

The MIR has on occasion opposed 
this strategy and proposed а сопсер- 
tion of. the resistance as a front 
of the working class and revolu- 
tionary organizations without bour- 
geois participation. This opposi- 
tion, however, has not lacked am- 
biguity nor has it been entirely 
consistent. In order to understand 
the contradictions and inconsisten- 
cies of the MIR's various state- 
ments (including both the MIR's 
signature of the "Statement of the 
Chilean Left" calling for collabor- 
ation with the, CD and its subsequent 
self-criticism), it is necessary to 
understand something of the origins 
and particular political character- 
istics of this organization. 


THE POLITICS OF THE MIR 
The MIR was formed in the 


carom sa 


middle 


1960's as part of the Castroist cur- 
rent which developed throughout 

the continent. Like comparable or- 
ganizations in other Latin Ameri- 
Сап countries, it was marked by an 
empirical rejection of reformism and 
of the Stalinist theory of a "dem 
оскабіс, anti-imperialist stage" of 
the revolution which would leave 
‘national’ capitalism intact. Fol- 
lowing the election of the UP in 
1970, the MIR began to develop con- 
ceptions of mass work which distin- 
guished it from the 'focoist' and 
guerillaist limitations of other 
Castroist organizations. This per- 
mitted the development of consider- 
able MIR influence among the broad 
vanguard of the working class and 
peasantry before the coup. 

But despite its increasing pol- 
itical and organizational maturation 
reflected in its ability to contin- 
ue functioning under the junta, the 
MIR did not fully overcome the 
limitations of its origins. One 
aspect of this is its incomplete 
understanding of the historic and 
international role of Stalinism, 
which partially disarms it in the 
face of the Chilean CP and its in- 
ternationalallies. While the MIR 
has correctly characterized the 
coup as the inevitable result of 


the reformist strategy, it does not 
appear to have fully grasped the 
origins and logic of this strategy. 
It did not, after all originate in 
the minds of the Central Committee 
of the Chilean CP. It is merely 
опе component (and not a new one) 
of the global. strategy of world 
Stalinism: the preservation of the 
status quo between imperialism and 
the world working class in order 

to defend the narrow interests of 
the Soviet bureaucracy. ~ 

Clarity on this score is not a 
an academic question. It would be 
reckless to imagine that the defeat 
of the UP represents a permanent 
defeat for Chilean reformism. 

Quite the contrary. Precisely the 
character of the present struggle 
against a brutal military dictator- 
ship opens up renewed possibilities 
for democratic illusions within 
the working class and consequently 
broadens the CP's margin of manoeuvre 
in relation to 'democratic' bourgeois 
forces. In order to reduce this 
possibility--essential if another 
crushing defeat is to be avoided 
revolutionary good intentions are 
insufficient. 

The limitations of its Castroist 
heritage are also reflected in pop- 
ulist elements which persist in the 
MIR's ideological framework. These 
elements help to explain the am- 


2. Е. 


biguities of its positions vis-a- қ 


vis the CD. While the MIR correc- 
tly rejects the CP's formulations 
on this question, it speaks vaguely 
of the unity of all anti-dictator- 
ship forces including "democratic 
petty bourgeois sectors and elements 
of the Christian Democracy". This 
tends to confuse the character of 
the CD as a party, with its social 
base. 

For many years, the CD, while 
the party of the dominant layers 
of the bourgeoisie, has had mass 
influence within sections of the 
working class, peasantry and petty 
bourgeoisie. Clearly, these social 
forces (including individual CD 
members) can and must be brought 
into the struggle against the dic- 
tatorship. But this is quite dis- 
tinct from the participation of any 
sections of the Christian Democracy 
as а party. This distinction is 
far from clear in the formulations 
of the MIR. (Naturally, refusal to 
form a united front with all or 
parts of the CD does not preclude 
either the tactical convergence 
of oppositional bourgeois forces, 
with those of the working class in 
certain instances; nor the evolution 
towards socialist, pro-working 
class positions of radicalized 
petty bourgeois split-offs from the 
CD--the latter has already occurred 
in the case of the MAPU.) 

Despite these shortcomings, the 
role played by the MIR today remains 
fundamentally different from that 
of the reformist forces. The gen- 
eral evolution of this organiza- 
tion since its formation has been 
towards revolutionary positions. 

It has alway maintained its inde- 
pendence from the reformist parties. 
It has an experience in mass work 
which is unparallelled in the Latin 
American vanguard and it remains 
the primary organization of the 
revolutionary left in Chile. Its 
ability, courage and revolutionary 
militancy are beyond question. 00 
Hence, the criticisms we make of 
the MIR have an entirely different 
character from the political 
struggle which revolutionaries must: 
wage against the politics of the 
Chilean CP and its supporters in 
other countries. These criticisms 
are part of a fraternal dialogue 
and debate between revolutionaries 
who share the goal of a victorious 
struggle for workers’ power and 
socialism in Chile. 


THE ROLE OF REVOLUTIONARY MARXISTS 

Today, the Fourth International 
seeks to make its contribution to 
this debate and to the Chilean re- 
sistance. It is participating through 
its discussions with the MIR, through 
its leading role in organizing the 
international movement of solidarity 
with the Chilean workers and resis- 
tance, and through the activities 
of the Liga Communista de Chile, 
(sympathizing organization of the 
Fourth International). 

The LCC, founded about a year 
before the coup, is a small organ- 
ization without mass influence. 
Nevertheless, it remains virtually 
the only revolutionary organization 
other than the MIR which has main- 
tained consistent activity since 
the coup, through the clandestine 
publication of a number of issues 
of its paper, participation in the 
clandestine resistance committees, 
and Marxist educational work with 
advanced workers. The LCC recently 
held its first congress under- 
ground, which discussed and adop- 
ted a number of documents on the 
fall of the UP, the contradictions 
of the dictatorship, and the stra- 
tegy for building a revolutionay 
workers party in Chile.* The LCC 
and the Fourth International believe 
that we can best contribute to the 
clarification and elaboration of a 
correct revolutionary strategy 
through the development of a Chilean 
organization based on the program 
of revolutionary Marxism, [*These 
documents are available in Spanish 
from the OLD MOLE] 

BRET SMILEY 
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Once again in their long and tor- 
tured history, the people of Cyprus 
have become pawns of war in the ad- 
ventures of the imperialist powers. 
This time, it was a desparate coup 
against Cypriot President Makarios, 
sponsored by the military junta in 
Greece to save their own skins at 
home. The coup touched off a politi- 
cal-military chain reaction which 
has engulfed the island in war and 
divided Greek from Turkish Cypriots 
more bitterly than ever. 

And now, with predictable hypo- 
cricy, the diplomats of Turkey, 
Greece, and the great powers are 
meeting in Geneva to impose their 
own ‘solution' on the island's 
future. 


СҮРРШЅ--А STRATEGIC LOCATION 


The unhappy fate of the island 
of Cyprus stems from its strategic 
location at entre of a conflict- 

ridden network of imperialist powers. 
An island of Greeks (80%) and Turks 
(20%), Cyprus sits in the east end 
of the Mediterranean- 40 miles from 
Turkey, 600 from Athens, 90° from 
Lebanon, 250 from Israel, and 200 
miles directly above the Suez Canal. 
It thus becomes a key staging area 
for NATO troops (Britain owns 
99 sq. miles of Cyprus outright) and 


is easily engulfed in conflict between] 


the age-old enemies of Greece and 
Turkey. 

As a reflection of its strategic- 
military centrality, this small is- 
land contains no less than six armed 
camps, representing an array of con- 
flicting political interests in the 
region. These are: the Greek-Cypriot 
Wational Guard, the Turkish-Cypriot 
Fighting Force, official contingents 
from Greece and from Turkey, plus a 
British garrison and a UN peacekeep- 
ing [sic] force. And as the Canadian 
government constantly reminds us, its 
soldiers form a sizeable contingent 
of the UN force, None of these fights 
in defense of the Cypriot working 
people, and all of them, including 
the UN forces, acts to entrench the 
communal strife which divides Greek 
from Turkish Cypriots and prevents 
them from unifying along class lines 
to fight for their own independence. 


А STALEMATE COMES UNDONE 


Cyprus never has peace; it has 
periods of armed stalemate. Long be- 
fore the coup (July 15) it was becom- 
ing increasingly clear that the ten 
year sawoff, more or less intact 
since the brief anda bloody 1963 
flareup, was rapidly falling apart. 
In 1971 the reactionary adventurer, 
Colonel Grivas, had returned in se- 
cret to the island to set up Foka В, 
а guerilla band, to agitate for Епо- 
sis -the union of Cyprus with Greece. 
This struggle 'for the fatherland’ 
was not popular among Greek Cypriots 
who preferred their island's inde- 
pendence, even under Makarios' regime, 
to being 'united' under the fist of 
the Greek junta. 

After Grivas' death, last Janu- 
Кока В had become more and more 


ary, 


directly ‘controlled by the junta in 
Greece, working through the vehicle 
of the Cypriot National Guard, which 
is staffed and trained by personnel 
from the Greek officer corps. The 
National Guard, guaranteed by Cyprus’ 
1960 constitution, has always been 
in conflict with Makarios. His desire 
to remain independent from Greece 
has led to his tactical alliance 
with Moscow and its CP (AKEL) on 

the island. This alliance (of the 
archbishop with the godless Commu- 
nists!) was a source of extreme ag- 
gravation for the right-wing gener- 
als in Athens. This was particularly 
true for the clique that came to 
power in Athens last November керіз- 
cing Papadopolous. They were the 
most zealous advocates of the sacred 
superiority of the Greek race in 

an officer corps which is rife with 
such supremacists. 

Needless to say, Makarios 'neut- 
raiism' didnot endear ріш to the 
Us State Department either. They 
feared that he might succeed in pul- 
ling Cyprus right out of NATO's or- 
bit with the assistance of Moscow's 
bureaucrats who, for their own con- 
servative global purposes, would 
like nothning better. 

The Greek junta, whose primary 
support was its relation with the US, 
decided to do both themselves and 
their allies a favour by toppling 
Makarios. It is unclear whether the 
American imperialists gave the green 
light to this project. If they disap- 
proved, it would not have been be- 
cause of any disagreement they had 
about the goal, but merely because 
of a fear that the job would be 
bungled by the incompetent generals, 
giving an opening to Turkey and ul- 
timately Moscow. Such fears (if in- 
deed they were shared by Kissinger's 
men) certainly proved to be well 
founded. 

In pursuit of its foreign adven- 
ture (the better to divert attention 
from its disastrous domestic polities’ 
the Greek junta had stacked the Су- 
priot National Guard and fuelled 
Enosis B in a series of provocations. 
Makarios saw what was coming and 
warned of it in his monthly news 
conference on July 5: “It is clear 
that for some time relations between 
the Cypriot and Greek governments 
have not been harmonious. There are 
two principal reasons for this, 
which is leading toward a test of 
strength between Athens and Nicosia. 
A major cause has been the conduct 
and attitude of certain officers and 
general staff of the National Guard, 
and particularly their involvement 
with the Boka В, the support that 
they are given by it in various ways, 
and their incitement to terrorist 
actions by this organization whose 
aim is to abolish the Cypriot state. 


It is an undeniable fact that the 
National Guard, which is controlled 
by Greek officers has become the 
mainstay of the criminal organization 
that supports it, the Eoka В...Іп my 
view, the violation of the law by 
the National Guard and the ignoring 
of a decision taken by the Council 


»/tutionally granted excuse to inv 


of Ministers was an undesirable 
interference in Cyprus by the 
(Greek) dictatorship and an attempt 


to deflect the National Guard from 
its role ав a state body toward а 
role as an internal army of осси- 
pation.“ 


FROM COUP TO INVASION 


When the coup came 10 days later 
оп July 15, the reactionary charac- 
ter of the junta's plan was revealed. 
Leading the coup was the notorious 
Mafioso Nikos Sampson who even the 
Western press admit is а 'thug' and 
a ‘criminal’. As soon as he grabbed | 
power, Sampson began а witch-hunt fo’ 
Макагіов" supporters and members of 
the CP, AKEL (Greek for Progressive 
Party of the Working People) which 
is the largest and best-organized 
political party on the island. 

Five days later (July 20) the 
Turkish regime, using its ccnsti 


the island to halt the interference 
of another foreign power, establish- 
ed a beachead оп the north:.n shore 
of Cyprus. From there, it began a 
month long process of military re- 
inforcement and annexation which 
ended up placing 40 percent ої the 
island's territory under its con- 
trol. Moreover, thi: 4C percent 
contains two-thirds of the agricul- 


Turkey its excuse to invade, the 
utter failure of their escapade 
produced an immediate and overwhel- 
ming pressure for both their resig- 
nations. 

Within two or three days, both 
dictatorships had stepped aside, 
giving way in both cases for the 
return of old conservative poli- 
ticians (Karamanlis in Greece, 
Clarides in Cyprus) who were 
supposed to inspire a certain 
popular confidence with their 
‘paternal stability’. Behind 
the scenes, it was clear that 
Washington was tilting toward 
Turkey in this conflict of its 
NATO allies whose armies are both 
outfitted by the US. Secretly, 
Kissinger had encouraged the 
invasion, in an about face from 
1964 when Lyndon Johnson threat- =; 
ened the Turkish regime, convincing 
it to back down. A scheduled de= 
livery of US aircraft со Greece 
was also stopped on the runway in 
Spain. This not-so-secret favouri- 
tism was based on the calculation 
that Turkey is a far stronger and 
better place partner in the NATO 
alliance, bordering on the USSR 
and controlling the straights of 
Dardanelle. 


In any case, this gave the 
Turkish army all the leeway it 


NATO IN THE ГЕЛ ТЕРЕДІ 


The recent explosions in the eastern portion of the Mediter- 
ranean drove home how much the imperialist powers (especially the 
US and Britain, but also Canada) covet their ПАТО bases in the 
whole region. As the accomoanying map shows, Mediterranean NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) bases provide defense of 
Europe's southern flank, access to the Near East and means to 


intimidate the forces of tne USSR. 


In this light, the announced departure of Greece from NATO 
could result in the loss of NATO bases on both the mainland and 
Crete, two important supply routes to the Near East and stations 
of the Sixth Fleet. Whether the Karamanlis government will act 
upon its decree, calling for the eviction of US forces, will un- 
doubtedly depend on how strongly anti-American sentiment is mob- 


ilized in Greece. 


Obviously the US is not hedging its bets. It is reported to 
have planned an alternative base for the Sixth Fleet in the 


Turkish-controlled port of Kyrenia 


in Cyprus. Whereas under the 


Makarios government, only Britain was allowed on the island, the 
Americas renewed friendship with Turkey will mean more secure 


bases on 


Cyprus for all of NATO. In any case, Turkey has assured 


NATO that it will fully compensate the alliance for lost bases 


in Greece. 


tural ала “industrial base of the 
leccnomy-~most of the dairy herds, 
the citrus and olive groves and tl:e 
two principal ports of Famagusta 
land Kyrenia. 

Neither the Greek junta, nor 
Sampson's motley band cf thugs had 
the forces necessary to stop Tur- 
key's advance. Since they were 
[directly responsible for giving 


needed. Slowly, chunk 
pretending 
while, 
the entire 
the island. 
ots popula’ 
over the island this de facto par- 

titioning began a massive population 


Greek and Turkish Cypriot 


American’ and British ® 
bases and facilities 


LI 

by chunk, 

to sue for peace all the 
Turkish forces took over 
northeastern segment of 
Since the Turkish Cypri- 
ion was spread out all 


the 


caval and regroupment destroying 
communities 


in the process. No less than a 
third (180,000) of the Greek 
Cypriot populace were made refugees. 
This massive forced upheaval (with 


_ atrocities committed on both sides) 


has effectively ended, for now, the 


, limited interaction the two commun- 


ities had with one another in town 
markets and workplaces across the 
island. 

The UN forces, which for 10 
years had enforced the separation 
of the Greek and Turkish communities 
as they then stood, now proved power 
less to prevent the logical exten- 
sion of this division into a full 
scale partition. Now undoubtedly, 
they will preside over the new deeper 
division--all іп the name of peace 
keeping. They should be renamed the 
UN pawnkeeping force. 


NEGOTIATIONS--ALL TURKEY'S WAY 


The Geneva Negotiations, which 
reflect the new military relation of 
forces on the island, are taking 
place on Turkey's terms. Though 
the Greek Karamanlis regime was dead 
set against a two-state arrangement 
(with only the formal pretense of 
unity апа independance) it will be 
forced to accept this as a reality. 
Recently the Kremlin called for an 
international conference with all 
15 members of the UN Security Coun- 
cil, which makes crystal @lear just 
how much of a pawn Cyprus is. Mos- 
cow seeks to impose a ‘solution’ on 
Cyprus which reflects nothing more 
than a global power configuration. 
Whatever the exact terms of 
settlement are, it will entrench 
the separation of the two communi- 
ties more deeply than ever. All 
types of fraternization among the 
working classes across the gap, 
which would serve to weaken national 
chauvinism, will be eliminated. 
Such a system is therefore well de- 


Signed to promote inter-communal 


strife between Greek and Turkish | 
Cypriots and keep Cyprus a pawn in 
imperialism's age-old game of divide 
and_conquer. 


COMMUNITY VS. CLASS 


Tragically, the Cypriot workers 
and peasants can count on AKEL's 
leadership only to parrot Moscow's 
rightist line. AKEL has a long faith- 
ful record of virtually uncritical 
support for the capitalist (and 
Greek orthodox) regime of Makarios. 
Even that house organ of British 
finance capital the Economist waxes 
enthusiastic about AKEL "There are 
few more law-abiding communist par- 
ties in the world...it is the only 
political group on the island that 
has never resorted to violence." 

The reason for AKEL's class col- 
laboration is simply that Makarios 
was pursuing the only thing that 
Moscow really wants in Cyprus-- 
the island's independance from the 
NATO bloc--so there was nothing 
about his regime to oppose. As long 
as Makarios made even timid steps 
towards 'neutralism', AKEL was 
willing not only to back him but to 
dampen wage demands in the union 
federation it controls and to take 
no initiatives to bring the Turkish 
Cypriots, formerly the oppressed 
minority, into alliance with Greek 
workers. (AKEL has even been careful 
never to oppose Enosis in, principle. 
But perhaps the cruellest irony was 
that, the AKEL labour federation so 
moderated its wage demands that 
Greek workers have been leaving it 
to foin a reactionary pro-Enosis 
federation which is more militant.) 

This paints a sober picture of 
the situation in which the Cypriot 
working masses now find themselves. 
The war has whipped up communal 
antagonisms to a fever pitch and a 
deeper partition than ever will 
freeze them in place to some ex- 
tent. It will be an uphill battle 
for the advanced workers in Cyprus 
to begin to forge the links which 
can begin to break this sectarian- 
ism down and begin the clas 
struggle for independance 
socialis 


grecce:~ 
ТИЕ colonels are out! 


Three brief months after the Portuguese ardour of the masses and deflected their 
dictatorship was toppled under the weight of demands into a more reformist framework. 
colonial failure, its brother regime the It was very fortunate for Karamanlis and 
hated Greek junta, has stepped down follow- company that they came to power on the brink 
ing its foreign fiasco--the coup in Cyprus. of a war with the old enemy Turkey. Washing 
Two of capitalist Europe's three military his hands of the colonels' blunders, Karanan- 
dictatorships have now been buried one lis:made a patriotic plea for national unity 
after another. And the third, in Spain, is in the face of the external threat. Under the 
in the process of sinking almost as fast as circumstances, this appeal carried some 
the health of its decrepit old leader. weight among the masses. But secondly a much 


more concrete factor was at work. The English 
publication Economist describes it (with 
relief): 

The general (army) mobilization last month 
served two aims. First to remove from Athens 
and all other major cities the more militant 
civilian elements, thus weakening potential 
demonstrations or strikes; second, by putting 
young Greeks into uniform, to reconcile them 
to the idea that the army is not the enemy 
inside the tanks that shot up the Polytech- 
nical last November but part of the democra- 


If it is true that desperate men can 
often be persuaded to do something stupid, 
then perhaps the Greek junta's July 15th 
blunder on Cyprus can be rationally ex- 
plained. Casting about for some scheme to 
divert mass attention away from their op- 
pressive and incompetent regime at home, the 
Greek colonels set up a gangster by the name 
of Nikos Sampson to knock off the indepen- 
dent Makarios government on Cyprus. Naively, 
they hoped to win the island for the beloved 
fatherland in the bargain. 


This opened the door for the island's ЕЕ: 
invasion by Turkey, a far superior military 
power. Three days later the Greek colonels SORTING OUT THE “ОРУЕР5! PAPTIES 
paid the political price for their folly-- 55 
retiring quietly from the scene rather than Now that most political prisoners have 
risk being strung up by the enraged Greek been released, amnesty for exiles declared, 
masses. and the parties of the left (though not the 
As last November's mass upheaval made far left) legalized, a fluid sorting out pro- 
clear, the regime of the dictators was on cess is underway. It is very unclear (with 
its last legs. Rumblings of factional in- inadequate information) how the various cur- 
fighting had increased. The colonels decreed rents across the political spectrum will 
that all such rumours should cease but they emerge and how much popular support they 
could not deny reality much less change it. will enjoy. 
The Greek masses had had a taste of libera- Within the broad current of the workers 
tion in November and they were straining un- movement, the traditional parties have re- 
der the cruel yoke of the junta. The econo- appeared: 1) on the terrain of social demo- 


сгасу the United Democratic Left (a party that 
was swollen with CP votes after that party 


my, one of Europe's weakest and most bac! 
d, was failing. Inflation was runnin 


wild. The European Economic Community (Com- was outlawed in 1948); 2) the official Mos~ 

mon Market) had firmly barred the door to cow brand CP, 3) its right-wing split-off 

Greece's entry, 0 22 + Е: known as the Communist Party of the Inter- 
ior (explicitly renouncing all revolution- 


LAST GAVPLE 
Against this background, the Cyprus ad- 
venture can be seen for what it was--a get- 
rich-quick scheme which failed dismally, 
with immediate consequences. The junta was 
forced to step down to prevent the army, the 
last defence of bourgeois rule, from disin- 
tesrating. The regime was changed from above 
to prevent it from being overthrown from 
below. Enter the “man of providence" Constan- 
tine Karamanlis. 

Unlike the situation in Portugal immedi- 
ately after its coup, the junta in Greece 
was not forced to flee or face jail. Gradual- 
ly the new regime Strengthened civilian rule 
while the colonels have been pushed into the 
background, their movements restricted. It 
is very doubtful that they will make (or even 
try) a comeback in the near future. The offi- 
cer corps immediately beneath them are fed up 
with their incompetence ("Greece has been be- 
trayed!"). The masses now in motion with 
rising expectations simply would not tolerate 
the colonels' return--indeed they are deman- 
ding that he be brought to trial. And so, 
it is not political survival but rather 
physical survival which concerns the colo- 


„АМР THEN KAPRAMAIIITS ary pretensions in favour of parliamentary 
gradualism. 

All of these reformist workers parties 
have explicitly appealed for popular support 
to the Karamanlis regime in the name of unity 
at a time of national crisis. 

The orthodox CP hailed the new Greek 
government as a "first step towards democracy" 
and urged support for the government in the 
Cyprus emergency. All these parties woulc 
like to be invited to participate in a care- 
taker government of national unity until such 
time as elections are called. Clearly Karaman- 
lis would prefer to keep them out but he may 
find he has no choice if mass pressure mounts 
for some form of political expression for the 
left. These parties have therefore set them- 
selves up to be used to defuse mass pressure 
in stabilizing a capitalist government. None 
therefore can advance the interests of the 
Greek working class. 

These parties have left a gaping vacuum 
to their left which revolutionary Marxists 
can potentially fill, Since the far left has 
been the ost intensely repressed of all the 
opponents of the junta, the strength of its 
forces are uncertain. The coming months pro- 
mise to be tumultuous ones in Greece. A great 


nels today. deal will depend on the far left's ability 
1 to reach and to rally advanced workers and 

Since the Greek workers movement is radical students. It will be these forces 

much more experienced and traditionally com- which can tear larger and larger holes in 

batitive than its Portuguese counterpart, we the social fabric of capitalist society-- 

might have expected a larger and more sus- a fabric ripped open in the wake of the 

tained popular explosion after the dictator- colonels' departure. 

ship's downfall than occurred in Portugal. 

But several factors temporarily dampened the WALLY SECCOMBE 


AOA ТООТ 
One prominent figure to return recently to Greece was Andres Papandreou. 
papandreou The former cabinet minister (of a liberal, bourgeois government) fled Greece 
when the military grabbed power in 1967. Correctly seeing the hand of US im- 
returns perialism behind the coup, Papandreou began, in exile, to develop a view that 
the colonels were merely the agents of the US. For him, Greece was essentially 
an occupied territory and the puppet regime would be overthrown in a national 
liberation struggle by the Greek people. Papandreou's radical populism, devoid 
to what end 9 of class analysis, (but often loosely couched in Marxist categories, particul- 
= arly when speaking before a left audience) led many to hope that he would play 
a useful role in the revolutionary movement once he returned to Greece. 2 
Upon his return һе was asked whether һе would accept а seat іп Karamanlis' 
cabinet. Sapandreou's reply was evasive. He said, "I have not been asked." He 
went on to say that he could not see himself wanting to join the Karamanlis 
administration, "unless the country is in dire danger, like on the brink of 
was". Since this was precisely the situation the nation was in, the reply 
stands as almost an open request to be drafted into a government of national 
unity to stabilize capitalist rule in Greece. 5 


ТИ PORTUGAL AND THE COLONIES 


LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS 


Өтсе was four months ago that the li ғ € c region. ichel of FRELIMO has made it 
eration forces in the Portuguese African the А! г о + lear that an independent Mozambique will se- 
colonies triggered off the coup in Portu- mocratic' А the Lisbor ver Rhodesia's transportation links to the 
gal. Since then, they have continued to hold government. 1). dian Ocean, and cut off electric power tc 
the initiative in negotiations with the The w independence plan put forward uth Africa from the huge Cabora Bassa dam. 
ola regime. by a weakened Spinola, less than two months Moreover, it would extend material aid to the 

сезі 3 hi з! inderstandably proposed forces of ZANU ai ZAPU, now carrying on ле 
Initially, Spinola made it very clear ibd ates a tS I EN AN Shy Se соев оғ АМО Sna уату eee 
iberation struggle in Rhodesia itself. 


that he wanted to keep some of Portugal's 
chestnuts in its African fire 


that the move to independence could take 
shorter and wi 


place in a 


ace of time The Smith regime of Rhodesia is cle 


rly 


In his four- 


point declaration of June llth, he acclaimed Р prepared to intensify its armed confrontation 
ысын Бар rad sorte caster oe E pendence was to be granted to Guinea- with the liberation forces, having stubborn- 
Е Bissau, but the status of the strategically ly forgone a recent opportunity to make a 
a degree of formal, political autonomy, but 2; ж < 
2 ad important Cape Verde Islands was to be con- compromise with the potentially compliant 
not outright and immediate independence. The x д ig 
i У х а dered separately. ambique was to have African National Congress (led by integration- 
Socialist Party's Soares, the negotiator for У і к Я meas 
a coalition government including FRELIMO, ist Bishop Muzorewa). Although South Africa 


the Spinola regime, on the other hand, pre- 


but Portugue ps would remain. Nego- has been shaken by an increasingly militant 
ferred a less blatant form of neo-colonialism. lortuguese troops would remain. Медо wy s y an increasingly militan 
жағыда Өне ӨЗА адақ though tiations were to open in Angola with the lack proletariat (і.е. the Durban strikes 
le was g to gra endence, althouc t о ск t - 2 

MPLA and the FINA. of '73), its backing of mercenary forces in 


thout fundamentally altering Portugal’ 
in Africa. 


Obviously, these proposals do not con- neighboring Mozambique and Rhodesia will 
stitute an offering of independence on a almost certainly be strengthened. 

Despite these original differences on silver platter for the liberation movements, White-settlers in the colonies themselves, 
the question of the 'provinces', within the or a guarantee of their sterling future. aring the possibility of being pushed 
ew regime, there existed common and basic They do mean, however, that the initiative aside from their privileged positions, have 
agreement on both sides favouring some form still rests in the African camp. А п already undertaken ultra-right actio For 


of neo-colonialism. Whether it was in its oiohisi solution canvoemastly.b tance, in Luanda (Angola) racial conflict 
conservative (Spinola) or left (Soares) a socialist solution remains has been unprecende 1961, with 
colours, the Spinola regime was willing to 


nomic interes 


ited since 


д , = х} bility. In the meantime, the colonie 30,000 blacks mobilizing against a recent 
forgo direct political control of its Af main in a twilight zone. illing rampage by white taxidriver 
сап colonies, so long as its imperialist Too often ignored in assessing the tran- 
interests were maintained. = ЕЕЕ. 2 > nee 
2 SARL 754 IMPERIALISM AND WHITE SETTLERS E o an a ees te ranted 
Such notions were easily ated, but dead weight of neo-colonialism over the con- 


their implementation was quickly overtak 
the course of events. 


tinent, Neo-colonialist r 


The trail left by world imperial imes, such as 


terests is unmistakable in the colonies anā ire and Zambia, which still cooperate with 
A few days after Spinola presented his in the Portuguese pronouncements on the in- imperialism and have- retained the 'sõcial 
four-point declaration, the liberation move- dependence question. There is relative ease ERS E A алса аба 


ments rejected the proposals simply and un- in lettin 


Ф: the swampy mainland of Guinea- strong influence in southern 2 2 Mobutu 
ест Sa IS Tk alr Fa Bissau go--it is considered worthless. On of Zaire, for instance, has been heavily in- 
colonialism lasts", said Samora Machel of the other hand, the strategic importance of volved. in partisatimaneuveing {n Angóla; tel 
FRELIMO. Shortly thereafter, talks with the the Cape Verde Islands, as a NATO base and а аваа сааса оня Flic opporting 
PAIGC in Algiers broke down. In July, when a vital transportation communication che ЗАНЕ БЕ black “onationsldee PA най 
FRELIMO launched а new major offensive in link for South Africa, MPLA access to Angola. FRELIMO, 
Mozambique, Portuguese troops proved reluc- of Angola (Gulf Pela ае SERS LTD TARE 


tant to resist, and in some cases large num 1 


zime, not been se ly affected 
bers openly refused to fight. Open frater- grip of imperialism more Lee 
nisation became common. At jbouring white-se 
me time the р growth of right па South Africa, POLITICAL CONTRADICTIONS 
ist white force г in the 'province The liberation movements have also suf- 


в and racial strife in th 
cities further threatened a smooth tr 
to any form of neo-colonial status quo. The ity 


real threat as their stabil ty and 


extreme political 
the groug 


у recent even 


ИНИНИ 


made important breaks with th: 
past African movements in terms 
tice--the manner in which’ they 
militarily istent armed 
organized the liberated zone 
trol); their material aid to 
struggles in South Africa and Rhodes 
the establishment of politital and military 
links among themselves. Given the pragmatic 
fashion, however, in which they-broke with 
past nationalist and neo-colonial ideologies, 
they have developed an eclectic understanding 
of the politics of national liberation. The 
groups have opposed both imperialism and 
exploitation, without having opted for a clear 
socialist alternative. Although breaking from 
explicitly neo-colonial groups, for example, 
they have continued to harbour various bour- 
geois nationalist currents. The groups also 
lack internationalist traditions. This has of- 
ten resulted in self-interested and opportun- 
istic pragmatism, evidenced by Cabral's (of 
PAIGC) uncritical support of the most react- 
ionary regimes in Africa (i.e. Haile Selassie's 
in Ethiopa), and praise for such ‘neutral’ in- 
ternational bodies as the United Nations. 


GUINEA-BISSAU 


Of course, all the above discussed ob- 
stacles and pressures apply unevenly in each 
of the colonies. Guinea-Bissau has just 
gained 'official' independence, However, the 
Cape Verde Islands remain as an obvious stum- 
bling block. Although the PAIGC had previous- 
ly stood firm in its demand for their inclu- 
sion as part of an independent Guinea-Bissau, 
a potentially dangerous concession was made, 
whereby referendum is to be held at an unspe- 
ecified date on the future of the islands. 
Whether the PAIGC wages a military and poli- 
tical struggle on the islands in the interim 
could be decisive in this regard. In addition, 
there is the uncertain political character 
and role of the new regime. The provisions 
of the independence accord just signed by 
Guinea-Bissau indicates continued economic 
and political links with the Spinola regime. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


In Mozambique, the situation is perhaps 
more favourable. FRELIMO continues to press 


creating new zones of conflict. It has 
organized large scale strikes and demon- 
strations in the cities. And in negotiations 
with the Portuguese, it has pressed for the 
demand for independence in a consistently 
principled manner. 

An important process of political clar- 
ification which followed the assassination 
of its leader, Mondlane, has made it perhaps 
the most politically developed of the liber- 
ation movements question of bourgeois 
nationalism + largely dealt with and 
an initial dic on on the social content 
of the liberation struggle has begun. 

FRELIMO also appears to retain politica’ 
hegemony in the struggle, despite continuing 
efforts to construct the multi-racial, multi- 
class, moderate National Coalition of Mozambi- 
que, dedicated to neo-colonialism. The Portu- 
guese themselves have predicted the emergence 
of FRELIMO as the uncontested leader іп Mozam- 
bique and have been compelled to deal with them. 


ANGOLA 


In Angola, on the other hand, develop- 
ments have not been as favourable and facil- 
itate manipulation by imperialism. The liber- 
ation forces have not been able to apply the 
same degree of armed pressure as in Mozam- 
bique, but this is not the central problem. 
Of far more serious significance is the inter- 
nal weakness of the MPLA and its inability 
at this time to become the dominant political 
force in Angola. 

Imperialism's main vehicle for manipu- 
lation is the FLNA, another ‘liberation’ 
group, led by Holden Roberto. It is a right- 
wing black nationalist group based on the 
tribal support of the Bakongo in northern 
Angola, Unfortunately, it is not the isolated 
creature of imperialism, for not only is it 
backed by Mobutu as mentioned above, but has 
recently received aid from the People's Re- 
public of China. 


NE 


% keys to organizations 7 
MPLA Peoples Liberation Movement of Angola ( 
PAIGC African Party for the Independence of t] 

Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands 4 
FRELIMO Mozambique Liberation Front 1 
FLIA ` Angola National Liberation Front ] 
UN = 


being the first to propose а < 
negotiations with the Portuguese. 


The MPLA has carried the struggle forward 
but its heterogeneity is now coming to the 
fore, preventing it from acting effectively. 
There seem to be at least three factions re- 
flecting bureaucratic problems, and political 
and regional differences. Тһе Chipenda Ғас- 
tion has the backing of Zambia, another is 
supported by the Congo Republic. Thus, the 
MPLA seems to be losing its autonomy in 
relation to the African neo-colonial regimes. 
The presidents of Zaire, -Zambia, Congo, 
and Tanzania met with the MPLA and the FLNA 
in July, in an attempt to smooth relations 
between the Angolan groups for possible 
joint negotiations with the Portuguese (a 
united face formally agreed to in '72, but 
never acted upon). 


The only real solution, however, lies 
in the emergence of a clearly anti-capital- 
ist tendency within the MPLA which would 


the struggle, 
tariat. 


As on forces advance, the 
important choice between neo-colonial inde- 
pendence and socialist independence is posed 
more concretely than ever before. The former 
course has unfortunately been the historic 
model on the continent. The latter road would 
undoubtedly open up the prospects of permanent 
revolution, not only in the southern region; 
but throughout the whole of Africa. 


We urge all readers to demonstrate 
actively their solidarity with the libera- 
tion struggles during the coming African 
Liberation Week this September in response 
to the call of international liberation 
support organizations. 


FOR MILITANT INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WITH 
PAIGC, FRELIMO, AND MPLA! 

UNCONDITIONAL AND IMMEDIATE INDEPENDENCE 
FOR ALL AFRICAN COLONIES! 

AGAINST ALL NEO-COLONIAL SOLUTIONS! 

FOR A UNITED SOCIALIST AFRICA! 


HAROLD LAVENDER 


army shuffles spinola 


@ Less than two months after the appointment 
of the first provisional government, General 
Spinola fired all his ministers. 


This governmental crisis surfaced officially 
on July 3, when Prime Minister Carlos announced 
his intention to resign. One day later, Carlos 
shed some light on what he was planning. 


be postponed for two years and that presidential 
elections--that is, a plebiscite on Spinola--be 
arranged 2s soon as possible. 

The representatives of the Communist and 
Socialist Parties in the provisional government 
by $ 


Shortly thereafter, Spinola attempted to 
appoint Lieutenant Colonel Miguel, the former 
defense minister with whom hc had ‘worked' in 
Guinea-Bissau, as head of a new provisional 
government. The military presence within the 
gover! mt was to be stren ened, for purposes 
that were well described the Financial Times 
of London: “It is expected that among the mini- 
steries that the armed forci will take over will 
be that of labour--to overcome the growing chaos 
in industry--and informa which will mean a 
harder line against the leftist press." It is 
therefore evident that these military men were 
not going to come from the most ‘democratic’ 
wing of the Armed Forces Movement (the driving 
force behind the April coup). Although this pro- 
ject certainly did not necessitate the eviction 
of the representatives of the obedient CP and SP, 
they clearly offered Spinola the only assurance 
of a sizeable social base for his coalition gov- 
ernment. 


by 


LACKS 26040015 PARTY 


The desire to dispense with the ‘electoral 
test' is rather obvious. Big financial capital 
and the junta feared that they would be con- 
fronted by a CP and SP victory in March 1975. 
The bourgeoisie has been unable to construct a 
political instrument at all capable of opposing 
the left parties. Their only chance for success 
would be a plebiscite-type operation for or 
against Spinola. Postponing the elections-- 
assuming they take place at all--was therefore 
supposed to gain more time for organizing the 
flimsy bourgeois People's Democratic Party (PDP). 

SP апа CP opposition to Spinola's operation 
quickly mounted, with the SP demanding, for the 
first time, “recognition of Guinea-Bissat More 
significantly, the ‘coordinating committee’ of 
the Armed Forces Movement (AFM) demonstrated 
effective disapproval when Goncalves, a leader 
of the APM, pushed Miguel aside and moved into 
the limelight. Goncalves met successively with 
Cunhal (CP), Soares (SP), and Carneiro (PDP) to 
form a government. The result was a coalition in 


which all thé military ministers were AFM members 


(except for the minister of defense) and in com- 
mang of the important labour, information, and 
interior ministeries (the former two previously 
headed by CP and SP representatives). 

In presenting the government, Goncalves dec- 
lared: "The process of democratisation of the 
country must be such that the people can freely 


He рго- 
posed that the elections scheduled for March 1975 


elect their representatives to a constituent 
assembly with equal opporunities for all cur- 
rents." And so, as the Economist of London aptly 
put it, "General Spinola, having no hand іп пап- 
ing the new cabinet, has been left looking 
uncomfortably like the Neguid of the Portuguese 
revolution, in danger of dwindling into a merely 
decorative figure who may he swept aside when a 
Nasser decides he has fulfilled his function." 
The intensified grip of the AFM on the gov- 
ernment cannot be interpreted as a takeover by 
a section of the army opting for a new military 
dictatorship or as a right-turn. In the short 
term, it is rather the expression of the failure 
of the right-wing operation attempted by Spinola 


| and the AFM's attempt to enforce its | 


program. Тлів is confirmed firstly, by the 
measures taken in both Angola and Mozambique 
against various circles pressing for a solution 


completely opposed to independence, and secondly, 


by the adoption of the constitutional law of 


July 19, which “recognizes the principle of self- 


determination with all its consequences." 


WEAK PATC!UP. 

In this situation the CP and SP аге continu- 
ing to bolster the illusions they have fostered 
about the rea! nature of the army--and the 
AFM. The CP and SP are supporting the military 
more firmly than ever. This sanctioning of the 
increased weight of the representatives of the 
AFM--and particularly of ex-Captain Carvalho, 
leader of the April coup and now military gov- 
ernor of Lisbon will have dangerous implications 
for the working class in the coming economic 
crisis. 

For instance, Carvalho heads the recently 
created military unit, COPCON (‘operation соп- 
tinental command'). This body is charged with 
the implementation of the AFM's programme and 
coordination of security operations throughout 
Portugal. Hence, it is both a new attempt to 
build up an effective repressive force at the 
disposal of the ruling class and establish a now 
centre for the political activity of the Armed 
Forces. If the coalition government becomes un- 
workable, COPCON could easily become the basis 
for establishing direct and permanent military 


rule. This is not so far fetched given the insta- 
bility which will almost certainly arise from the 


contradiction between the ‘democratic’ promises 
of the AFM and the worsening economic situation. 


Moreover, the crisis of the army in Angola 
and Mozambique can only intensify with the re- 
newed military successes of the liberation move- 
ments, and the continuing demobilization of. 
Portuguese army units (see article on Southern 
Africa). Lisbon's negotiation tactics have cert- 
ainly been made increasingly difficult. The ag- 
reement with Guinea-Bissau, despite the conces- 
sion on the question of the Cape Verde Islands, 
will deepen all those contradictions. ~ 


For the 
perspective 
in the fall by workers to the deteriorating eco- 
nomic situation in Portugal, combined with the 
further loosening of Lisbon's grip on the 'pro- 
vinces', may very well alter Goncalves' declared 
road to assembly elections. 


present government, the medium term 
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is dim. The probability of a response 
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Іп 1972 Jean-Luc Godard came out of the artis- 
tic hibernation he had been living since 1968, 
stopped making commercials for Schick, and direc- 
ted a film called Tout va Bien (meaning ‘Just Great 
or ‘Everything's ОК"). Тһе film is only now 
showing in Canada. Godard chose Yves Montand 
and Jane Fonda, two 'stars' long associated with 
the left to play the two protagonists. Tout Va 
Bien is intensely and explicitly political--a 
clear statement on contemporary social, economic 
and political conditions in France, and their im- 
pact on two individuals. Contrary to the blind 
stupidities of the reviewers of the bourgeois 
press, the film is neither obscure (if anything, 
it is somewhat overstated), boring nor trite. 

Godard constructs the method of the film be- | 
fore the viewers’ eyes: "There will be а country- 
France; in the country there will be landscapes; 
in the landscapes, cities; in the cities, people 
«+. there will be peasants farming, workers 
working and bourgeois (small and big) 'bourgoising! 
...Еһеп there will be 'Him' and 'Her'. ‘He' 
(Jacques-Montand). is а confused,.ex-New. Wave film- 
maker, disgusted with the triviality of films 
since May 1968, and making bourgeois, sexist com- 
mercials for Remington to keep himslef alive. 
'She' (Susan-Fonda) із an American journalist 
Paris, politicized in the French May. Special- 
izing in political articles, she is now no 
longer able to get her material accepted by the 
American media. They have a relationship which 
was forged in the exhilarating fires of Мау "68 
and which is now in a period of stagnation. We 
zoom in on them in the spring of '72, catch a 
brief glimpse of a stroll through a park, a few 
perfunctory endearments, then to work. “WE ARE 
RIGHT TO LOCK UP THE BOSSES--FULL STRIKE!" is 
the slogan on the banner over the factory where 
they go to interview the manager, are locked up 
with him, and witness the conduct of an occupa- 
tion. Тһе first two thirds of the film are taken 
up with the occupation of this food-processing 
factory. 

The tremendous merit of this part of the film 
is its expositon of the dynamics of a small plant 
occupation within the context of the society as 
a whole, Тһе entire set is divided like a doll 
house, enabling us to see what is happening in 
different places simultaneously. The main chara- 
cters of the drama speak directly into the camera, 
some for as long as fifteen minutes, answering 
the questions of an invisible interrogator (pre- 
sumably Godard, also the narrator). 

First we have the manager's tale. 
energetic, Italian-born bourgeois, initially com- 
placent about the strike, more concerned with 
Making it home for the party that evening than 


in 


He is an 


tically sophisticated European capitalist, a far 
ery from his bland, mushy North American counter- 
part. His monologue, accompanied by lots of 
huffing and puffing, is of approximately the same 
calibre as the usual North American political 
scientist's refutation of Marxism and the class 
struggle. “Only a small, hopeless occupation, 
without the support of the masses, and even of 
the CGT (one of the two main trade union centrals, 
controlled by the French Communist Party)...Marx 
and Engels have been proven wrong decisively... 
workers can live happily today without asserting 
themselves as a class...revolution is meaningless, 
evolutionary revolution is on the agenda...there 
is a natural tendency to equilibrium in our soc- 
iety..." 

He is quickly followed by the outraged CGT 
shop steward, who attempts to destroy the occupa- 
tion in favour of union negotiations. His попо- 
logue is a brilliant version of the reformist 
demagogy of the CP: " In the food industry, con- |, 
rat forming whose goal is the а 
ation of the common market..,their profits аге į 
high and their workers are starving this sit- | 
uation requires a global strategy...but this kind 
of violent, minoritarian action only serves the 
interests of management. ..we need the CGT in the 
factories and a peoples’ coalition in the govern- | 
ment." 

Then we hear the workers themelves, speaking 
with the eloquence which is born of struggle and 
the search for solutions First a young militent: 
"Тһе CP-CGT always say the same thing--patience, 
wait...It's as if the factory wasn't a part of the 
society, what's going оп everywhere...when зопе- 
one challenged them Ы he was called Maoist, 
now everyone just laughs...if what we're doing 
is Maoist,then there are plenty of Maoists here!" 
Second, a young woman arguing with her husbané 


"No, I don't know how long 


fore, 


over the telephone: 


I'll be...I'1l probably have to stay overnight... 
YOU look after the kids this time...but you 
stayed at YOUR factory during the strike yes, 


IS the same thing." 

At the of the occupation they all take 
stock of their experiences--the working с nditjons 
their options and their struggle. Despite the 
sellout of the CGT, they conclude that the fight 
has marked a turning point for them. Godard 
portrays very clearly the new phenomenon of young, 
political and militant workers who are taking 
initiatives which go beyond the reformist 'lead- 
ership' of the CP and social democracy. This 
phenomenon has emerged all over Europe and is 
one of the most important developments in Eur- 
opean politics today. 

If the first part of the film is a panora- 


it 


en 


with the strike. For North Americans he is a 
colourful example of the class conscious, poli- 


Get the mole out of the hole 


tl 


ma in a microcosm of the society, the second 
part of the film is devoted to explaining the 


{so to speak) 


address 


city 


the OLD MOLE 
Box 1183 Station Q 
Toronto, Ontario 


phone 


I would like info on the work 


proposition that there are no individua! solu- 
tions to personal problems in such a society in 
such a period. The experience of the occupa- 
tion has a profound impact on the two indivi- 
dual protagonists and their relationship. It 
comes as a spur in the side of their lethargy, 
an impetus to rethink their own situation. 
Their relationship, begun in the excitement of 
May, has declined into routine and ritual, as 
their confusion, indecision and alienation have 
grown. She descrikes herself as "a correspondent 
who corresponds to nothing"; he as an intellec- 
tual who has broken from the CP as a result of the 
French May and Prague, but does not know where to 
go from there. For them, their alienation comes 
into sharp focus as a result of their experience 
during the occupation-and.their relationship goes 
into cris 
The last part of the film traces this precess 
and its resolution. The woman is the decisive 
actor in forcing the confrontation which links 
е pers oblems and the world 
im which they live. Не describes their rela~ 
tionship: “We eat, we go to the movies, we screw 
or maybe not.” She rejects this conception of the 
relationship as isolated from anything else and 
instead counterposes: "You go to workye®"Go to 
work, we come home, we eat, ме 90 to the movies, 
we screw or maybe not, we Sleep, we go to work, 
If there are problems between us we have to think 
about them in these term 
In the end, he concludes that she is right. 
Further, that “some have the will to fight, others 
just clown around." Clearly, he is opting for 
the fight. She too opts for the struggle, resigns 
her post and looks to the future. The narrator 
leaves them sitting silently in a cafe, a recon- 
ciliation after the crisis, thinking. There is 
no romantic bullshit here. What they have 
learned is to “rethink themselves in historical 
terms". As inally able to conclude: 
“I thought after May it was the end--now I realize 
it was only the beginning." 
In this film Godard has succeeded in making 
social for F the workers struggling 
for solutions to all their problems--economic, 
political, sexual; the CP as a monstrous brake 
to their development--a worker reading 1'd#uman- 
ite, yelling "Don't go, the party says don't 
go!" to students and workers in May, the shop 
steward attempting to halt the occupation, the 
party hack selling his class-collaborationist lit- 
erature like vegetables in a supermarket; the 
capitalist who becomes transormed from а compla- 
cent liberal into a hard-line reactionary during 
the course of the occupation; the gauchistes 
(revolutionary leftists) who inject vitality and 
confrontation into everyday lif 
= -Continued on page 15- 
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Peron, the 


necessity of ‘institutionalizing* the 


Where is the PST going? 


Declaration of the United Secretariat of the Fouth International 


Terror against trade union and revolutionary militants, organized by semi-fascist 
gangs, cops, and the gangsters of the union bueracracy, has steadily grown since the 
formation of the Peronist government last year in Argentina. Since the recent death of 


shaky regime of Isabel Person has 


provoked an escalation of such attacks, ‘Numerous militants from oppositional union ten- 


dencies, left Peronist currents,the PRT-ERP, i 
These blows have fallen with particular severity on the comrades of the Partido 


ated. 


and the Fraccion Roja have been assassin- 


Socialista de los Trabajadores(PST), а sympathizing organization of the Fourth Inter- 
national, which has experienced some twenty attacks on its offices and deaths of a 


number of its worker militants. 


The political criticism printed below of the PST's recent action in no way dimin- 
ishes our grief for these fallen comrades nor does it reduce our responsibility to 
actively solidarize with the PST in the face of right-wing terrorism. While the ef- 
fective resistance to this terror requires the armed self-defence of the Argentine 
workers themselves, it is the duty of all socialist and labour organizations in other 
Countries to protest such attacks and lend our total support to the Argentine left. 


Оп March 22 Argentine president Perón received, at their 
request, representatives of eight political parties: Unién СІ- 
vica Radical, Partido Revolucionario Cristiano, Partido So- 
cialista de los Trabajadores, Partido Socialista Popular, Par- 
tido Intransigente, UDELPA, Partido Comunista, Democracia 
Progressista. This meeting was not an isolated event. It was 
part of a series ọf initiatives that Perón hod taken with the 
aim of "normalizing" his relations with the officially гесоҙ- 
nized parties (another meeting took place on April 5). But 
the March 22 meeting was the most important one so far, for 
at its conclusion the eight parties published a common decla- 
ration. 


"Those who are here," said the declaration in part, "have 
confirmed their fundamental commitment not to spare 
tives or efforts to maintain and consolidate the process of 
stitutionalization of the country in the framework of the dem- 
ocratic system and in the practice of coexistence and construc- 
ее dialogue. . . . The difficult moments that the Republic 

is now passing through as a consequence of its confrontation 
with powers that have been weighing on it for a long time 

will be successfully surmounted by solidarity action of the 
sectors that respect the majority and popular desire for free- 
dom that was expressed in the elections and that together guar= 
antee their right to continue to express themselves in the fu- 
ture, for applying it in reality to free itself from the bur- 

den of dependence, and to assure the workers the benefits of 
the wealth created by their efforts. As participants in this 

not take оп attitude of opposition to the realiza- 
The interview, thonks to the гер- 


its content, should be considered as a concrete step toward 
realizing the conjunction of the efforts that assure the course 
ion along the lines vored on by the people 
us understand the risks of the undertoking demanded by 
the country and ore agreed beyond the differences of view- 
point on the depth and rhythm of the process of change -- on 
the inexorable necessity of its realization. . . . Those who 
desire the failure of the constitutional regime or who are wait 
ing for circumstances that would make а new reactionary ad- 
venture possible; those who are trying to utilize sectors of the 
regime to influence future alternatives; those who adopt total- 
itarian or corporatist practices in a subterranean ideological 
convergence with fascist=like demands and the interests of 
the multinational corporations that are exerting uninterrupted 
pressure on our borders; all those people should know that this 
is a country which is united on the basis of a fundamental agree- 
ment and will give them a response." 


The declaration, which was published by all the daily news- 
papers on March 22, was reprinted in the March 28-April 5 


toutva bien /сө it'd. 


Godard has also succeeded in portraying 
the 'personal' problem. Montand is clearly 
playing a man very much like Godard himself 
--coming to understand the significance of 
May and his own role in the class struggle 
after several years of demoralization and 
confusion. Fonda represents the 'new wom- 
an'--active in her own right--forcing the 
resolution of personal problems оп а bet- 
ter and higher level. 

Because the film is so straightforward, 
the reviewers of the Canadian bourgeois 
Press found it less oblique than Godard's 
other works, but nevertheless confusing 
and 'propagandistic'. That grand old man of 
cinema review, Clyde Gilmour, dismissed 
"this Мау" (which runs like a river of fire 
through the film) as "some French student 
revolt" and wondered why so Many references 
to it. The critics were disappointed at the 
heavy political content in the film and 


issue of Avanzada Socialista, organ of the PST. But Avanzada 
Socialista did not limit itself to publishing the communiqué; 
it added two commentaries in the form of editorials 


The first editorial, after recalling the escalation of right- 
wing violence which culminated in the coup carried out in 
Cöórdobo by the police chief Navarro, explained that the 
"participation (of the PST) in the dialogue with the president 
of the republic" was "а concrete act in defense of the dem- 
ocratic rights heroically won by the workers and popular mo- 
bilizations that hove gone on since the Cordobazo." It went 
оп to explain that "defense of constitutional stability" should 
not c»incide with political defense of the government ond 
drew the following conclusion: "The fact that the eight por- 
ties come to an agreement to request the mes in order to 
pose the problem of institutionaliz 
importance. But, as always, we will not cease to offir 
democratic gains will be defended above all by the mobiliza- 
tion of the masses оз the struggles of Acindor and of the bank 
workers indicate to us. That is why we will not cease to af- 
firm the necessity of the agreement to defend democratic 
rights being expressed in action, beginning with a big public 
meeting of all the parties and all the political organizations 
of the youth and all the workers and student organizations." 
Тһе same call for a common meeting with the bourgeois por- 
ties was taken up at the end of the second editorial, which 
preached the need for “concrete and flexible responses at 
each conjuncture of the class struggle.” 


The leadership of the PST had fo toke account of Ње foct 
to participate in а meeting that gave а cover 
to Perén's "normalizing" actions, its signature of a document 
in ith is parties (among them the Union Ci- 
ical, the traditional bourgeois party and, even today, 
political force of the bourgeoisie apart from Регоп- 
its proclamation of о “fundamental coincidence" of all 
jignatories in defense of the process of “institutionalizo- 
tion" and the acceptance of the "projects" approved by the 
"people" (which ore in practice projects drawn up by Cóm- 
рога and Perón), and its thesis that the struggle against fos- 
cism can and should be waged along with parties representing 
the enemy class all could provoke reactions among party mil- 
Ноль. 


This is why the some issue of Avanzada Socialista published 
а letter signed by "Comrade F." (a letter that was received 
by the editors with startling rapidity) and оп answer to the 
letter that took up nearly two pages. 


The letter seemed to accept class collaboration with the bour- 
geois parties. In fact, it asserted (falsifying а quotation from 


treated the politics as a peculiar perso- 
nal.aberration of an eccentric but somehow 
noteworthy film-maker. Regretting the poli- 
tical content, some condemned the film as 
unbearable, others managing to agree that 
the 'technique' was "interesting'. The ar- 
tistic and political ignorance, indeed re- 
tardation, of these idiots has never been 
better demonstrated, and their capacity to 
make even an intelligent bourgeois review 
is thrown into question. 

Godard made a strong partisan film--he 
took the side of the working class and the 
revolutionary left against the capitalists 
and the reformist Communist Party. It was 
clear to him that present day European so- 
ciety has left even them completely inca- 
pable of grasping `еуеп the most obvious 
and central themes of Tout Va Bien. 


VARDA KIDD 


Trotsky referring to the necessity for а united front with the 
Social Democracy in Germany at the beginning of the 1930s) 
that the "united front is permissible with the class enemy and 
even with the devil's grandmother." But. the author criticized 
the signing of the document of the eight parties because, ac- 
cording to him, the PST would have thus aided Perón and 
given support to а bourgeois government that was on the point 
of falling. The response of the editors clarified the central 
question involved. It affirmed that it was necessary to begin 
with a “fundamental fact: there has been a semi-fascist coup 
that overthrew о provincial government. This coup was not 
an isolated event, but represented a leap in the escalation 
of the violence of the right, which is on the offensive and 
has not the slightest intention of stopping." The conclusion 
is that in the given context there must not be а struggle to 
overthrow the government or the existing institutions, but 
that, on the contrary, it is necessary to defend “democratic 
institutionelization and that toward this end it is correct to 
establish an agreement with bourgeois parties by signing 
common declarations and by calling for common demonstra- 
tions. * 


In the past the leaders of the PST have criticized the Stalinist 
conceptions of popular front, and they formally reiterated 
their criticisms in the issue of Avanzada in question. But just 
as they had previously supported the Uruguayan Frente Amplio, 
which was headed by the bourgeois representative Seregnt, 
today they sign a common declaration with bourgeois parties 
and call for common action with them, To justify such an 
ultra-opportunist attitude, they utilize exactly the argument 
advanced by the Stalinists in the middle of the 1930s to jus- 
ify their adoption of the line of Popular Front, namely that 

it is legitimate to line up with the bourgeoisie or with so- 
called democratic sectors of it to oppose а fascis! danger. 
With this the leadership of the PST marks a stage іп its evolu- 
tion and openly breaks with the revolutionary=Marxist соп- 
ception of the proletarian united front which is based on the 
Leninist conception of the Third International оті was revived 
by Trotsky 


At the same time, it is forgetting the fundamental distinction 
between democratic rights demanded by the workers movement 
ond the structure of bourgeois democracy. In а docu- 
ment that calls for the process of institutionelization of the 
country and in presenting itself along with bourgeois parties 
оз a “participant in the process of institutionalization, " it is 
contributing to Perén's main mystification, to the pseudodem- 
ocratic farce the Argentine bourgeoisie has been playing for 
the past'three years,and is falling for the maneuver aimed at 
presenting Perón as а guarantor of "democracy" who embraces 
everyone, with the exception of the organizations of the far 
Fight and the for left (Perén has explicitly expressed himself 
along that Tine). The expression utilized on several occasions 
by Avanzada Socialista ~~ dialogue with the president =~ says 
а lot about the opportunist conceptions of the PST leaders. 


The United Secretariat of the Fourth International, which has 
always rejected any form of class collaboration and has соп- 
stantly counterposed the revolutionary conception of the work- 
ers (or workers and peasants) united front to the reformist and 
conception of class collaboration with the "demo- 
cratic" parties of the bourgeoisie, believes that the duty of 
revolutionaries in Argentina is to struggle uncompromisingly 
and without truce against the existing government and the 
bourgeois state, while exploiting the legal and semi-legal 
maneuvering room that may exist to denounce the fraudulent 
operation initiated with the GAN and developed by Peron, 
lt declares that it bears no responsibility for the opportunist 
and rightist attitude of the PST, that it considers the PST's 
attitude in contradiction with the conceptions and traditions 
of Trotskyism, and that it condemns this attitude in the clear- 
est fashion 
May 29, 1974 


Gay rights demonstrations were 
held in many US cities again this sum- 
mer. The largest was in New York, 
where 40,000 people marked the anni- 
versary of the Stonewall riots when 
New York gays fought back against po- 
lice harassment. 

In Canada, gay pride demos were 
held in August involving fewer people 
than in past years. This can be par- 
tially explained by the general fail- 
ure of gay organizations to define 
Perspectives and the resulting poli- 
tical drift. The struggle for gay li- 
beration and sexual liberation in ge- 
neral is a challenge to the nuclear 
family and bourgeois morality. To be 


effective, however, the gay movement 
must seek to link up with the broader 
class struggle in order to begin to 
fight all forms of oppression. As 
well, the left and workers movement 
also must address their responsibili- 
ties to struggle against all forms of 
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